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This coming Sunday we will be taking some time in the course of our Sunday morning  

worship for the Consecration of Musical Gifts, both a yearly tradition at Laurel Heights and 

a time to celebrate and acknowledge thanks for the musical creativity which has been built 

into us by our Creator, and which so enriches our life together as a worshiping community. 

We will also be considering Psalm 137, a psalm of the Jews in Babylonian exile and  

captivity. "By the rivers of Babylon we hung up our harps and wept," they lament. When 

taunted by the Babylonians to sing some of the songs of Zion, God's people cry out in  

frustration, "How can we sing the Lord's praises in a strange land?" Everything is wrong, 

everything is upside down, nothing is familiar. 

Musical expressions of worship for much of the world have been turned upside down these last six months. We have been 

forced into a type of musical  "captivity" brought upon us by the coronavirus pandemic. At Laurel Heights our "songs of  

Zion," our own and familiar songs of praise, have been stifled and largely silenced for our congregational voices. In this 

"strange land," unlike the Jews in Babylon who struggled against sadness to sing, we struggle to sing because we are not  

allowed to. It isn't safe to do so. Both are loss. We have had to find compromised and symbolic ways to give voice to our 

songs. From those who sing from the congregation to those who lead hymns and anthems of praise in the choir, we all miss 

it dearly. 

How do we find new expressions for our songs? Here are but a few examples. Sing where you can, in the shower, in your car, 

in your living room, but with an intentional imagination to recall the sounds and spirit of voices present and joined in  

worship - and with the hope of soon being able to again. Consider the text of some favorite hymns. Often our hymns texts, 

when examined apart from the tunes, reveal themselves in new and expanded ways. In fact, many of our texts were  

originally poems, and were only set to music later.  Find renditions of your favorite hymns on YouTube. You might be  

pleasantly surprised at the wealth of beautiful and moving arrangements of songs and hymns we all know which can be 

found on this platform. Don't know all the words? Hum a lot! 

As we consecrate our musical gifts, let's also remember the larger picture of the many ways we celebrate who we are as  

creative people - as musicians, artists, photographers, authors, architects, designers, and so many more. Even as there must 

have been something attractive in the songs the Jews sang to the Babylonians that they were requested, let us seek and find 

the ways that our human creativity might offer, in large and small ways, something attractive and beautiful to those who 

may be sad around us - to those in need of hope, and ready to receive our expression, in whatever ways we can find, of  

celebration that we are made in the image of a creative and loving God, and that we are a people full of the knowledge that 

we will sing together again. 
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JESUS AND THE DISINHERITED:  DEVELOPMENT AND EFFECT 

Rev. Jim Carr, Minister of Pastoral Care 

 

Jesus and the Disinherited came from Howard Thurman's life. Everything about it is 
rooted in who he was and who he developed to be. We will see some of this as we 
move forward. 
 

The study began to take shape when it was presented at a convocation at the School 
of Theology at Boston University in 1935. Later the same year it was published in an 
article, "Good News for the Underprivileged," which appeared in Religion in Life, a 
prestigious ecumenical journal. 
 

From October 1935 and into the spring of 1936, Thurman traveled to India at the re-
quest of the Student Christian Movement of India, Burma, and Ceylon. With him were his wife, Sue Bailey Thurman, a 
young Methodist clergyman, Edward G. Carroll, and his wife, Phenola. In 1971, Carroll became a bishop of the United 
Methodist Church in New England. They formed a team and coordinated their efforts. While in India, Thurman met with 
Mahatma Gandhi, an advocate of "soul force," in which truth and love were expressed in lives freed of fear, hate, injus-
tice, and bitterness. 
 

Thurman presented an in-process study of his ideas at The Mary L. Smith Memorial Lectures at Samuel Huston College 
in Austin, Texas in 1948. The fully developed work was published in 1949 by Abingdon-Cokesbury Press. 
 

Jesus and the Disinherited was influential. Martin Luther King, Jr. carried it in his brief case. And, "Author and activist, 
Vincent Harding, recalls that Thurman's Jesus and the Disinherited was used by leaders in the civil rights movement as a 
theological foundation for their activism. They would regularly study and discuss the book together.....Harding believes 
that this text defined the spiritual issues for social transformation, and that it inspired and emboldened leaders as they 
engaged in the struggle for justice." 
 

Otis Moss said, "It might be that he did not join the march from Selma to Montgomery, or many of the other marches, 
but he has participated at the level that shapes the philosophy that creates the march--and without that people don't 
know what to do before the march, while they march or after they march." 
 

Sources:  With Head and Heart, Thurman; Jesus and the Disinherited, Thurman; Howard Thurman: the Mystic as Proph-
et, Smith; Rufus Jones: Essential Writings, Walters. 

 

PRAYER 

 
You can offer a prayer of gratitude  

or concern by emailing prayers@mylhumc.org, 

through Facebook Messenger, or calling the 

church office (210) 733-7156.  

 

Memorial  

Gifts 

 

 

General Memorial Fund 

In memory of 
William Coker 

given by AJ and Joan Seifert 

In memory of 
Gloria Sparkman 

given by Tom Kurtz 

In memory of 
Charles Dunford 

given by Tom Kurtz 

mailto:prayers@mylhumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/laurelheightsumc
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Contact Us 

To reach the office staff by phone, please call (210) 733-7156. For an appointment with our 

Yvonne Garcia, RN, our Wesley Nurse, please call (210) 272-7921. 

For a full list of staff email address, please visit our website: www.laurelheights.org 

 

Service Details 
On September 27th  the worship service will be in the Sanctuary at 11:00 am only.  Based on current 
health guidelines, there will be no congregational singing during the service. The service will be 
livestreamed at 11:00 am on www.laurelheights.org and Facebook and remain available to  
view afterward. 

Limited Seating 
Seating will be limited to 50 people for the service and no assigned seating.  

Reservations Required 
To sign-up online visit https://reopen.church/r/zB6FJ5Ki  If you cannot use the online reservation 
form or to cancel your reservation, email ejackson@mylhumc.org or call 210-733-7156.  

If you reserve seating, you will receive an email from us at the end of the week with a confirmation of 
your reservation and additional details concerning Sunday morning.  Please be sure to use a good 
email address when you reserve your seats. 

Waiting List 
If all the seats are claimed, you may add your name to a waiting list by calling Elizabeth at 210-733-
7156 and we will contact you if space becomes available.   

Masks Required 
Masks are required at all times in the building. If you do not have a mask, we will have masks availa-
ble for you. 

Feeling Ill? 
If you have been experiencing symptoms such as fever, cough, sore throat, chills, or other signs of ill-
ness, please stay home. 

In-Person Worship  
in the Sanctuary  
on September 27 

11 am  

http://www.laurelheights.org
https://reopen.church/r/zB6FJ5Ki
mailto:ejackson@mylhumc.org
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A Study on Race and the Church 

‘We Are the Church Together: Racial Justice in the Church’ will examine the stages and ways that the 

Methodist Movement has been faced with issues of race—- sometimes impressively and sometimes 

not. We will navigate together schisms in the Church over race and examine ways that racism has 

caused stress in the Body of Christ and created opportunities for proclaiming justice. We will look at 

tears in the fabric of our denomination and annual conference. We will look into the mirror at our 

own congregation and finally into our own hearts. Don’t come expecting a ‘feel good’ experience but 

come expecting to be changed! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday Prayer Service 

 

Though scattered, we are gathered in prayer in the name 

 of the One from whose love nothing  

can separate us.  

September 23 from 6:30-7:00 p.m., we will have a time to 

gather by Zoom to pray for one another and the world.  

 

Giving to Laurel Heights 
 

Online Gifts: Please visit our website, 

www.laurelheights.org/donate 

 

Text to Give:  

Please text “LHUMC” to 73256. 

For illustrated step-by-step online and text 

giving instructions, click here. 

 

Checks: Please mail to  

LHUMC, Attn: Bookkeeper,  

227 W. Woodlawn, SATX, 78212.   

 

Thank you for your faithfulness in supporting  

Laurel Heights through this  

challenging season.  

Your generosity is deeply appreciated. 

 

-The Finance Committee 

 

There are three ways to join the service: 
Option 1:  

Click on this link: https://www.zoom.us/j/130214408 
 

Option 2:  
Download the Zoom app, click Join Meeting and  

enter the Meeting ID: 130 214 408 
 

Option 3:  
Call (346) 248-7799, and when prompted,  

enter the Meeting ID: 130 214 408 

 

 

This study is led by Byrd Bonner 
 and held via Zoom 

Sunday September 27 
at 7 pm 

 

For more information, please contact  
Laura Healy @ lhealy@mylhumc.org 

Join Zoom Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/97107168193 

Meeting ID: 971 0716 8193 

One tap mobile 
+13462487799,,97107168193# US (Houston) 

https://www.laurelheights.org/donate
https://www.laurelheights.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Online-and-Text-Giving-Instructions.pdf
https://www.zoom.us/j/130214408
mailto:lhealy@mylhumc.org
https://zoom.us/j/97107168193
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We have an opportunity to help Habitat for Humanity build a 

house on Friday, September 25th. from 7:45am to 3:30 pm.  

Lunch will be provided. We can have up to 15 volunteers. All 

skill levels are welcome, transportation will not be provided by 

the church. If you would like to participate please call or email 

Jane Manning at 210-859-1639, janem@aptreloctr.com. She will provide you with all the 

details. Volunteering together provides a way for us  to have fun together while pursuing a 

common goal, strengthening our community and empowering Habitat homeowners to 

build a better future for themselves. Please note, Habitat for Humanity leadership team is 

closely monitoring the Covid-19 outbreak and the precautions governmental agencies are 

suggesting limiting the virus’ spread. There is a list of precautions that will be provided to 

each person who participates.  

 

 

Call Jane Manning at 210-859-1639 or email: 

janem@aptreloctr.com.   

MISSION OF THE MONTH—Habitat for Humanity 

Thursday, September 24 at 11 am 

SUPER ADULT DAY  

PICNIC IN THE PARK-ing lot 

Bring a sack lunch or reserve one by Susan and 

park your car in the Woodlawn Parking Lot. 

Enjoy some piano renderings by Geoffrey Waite. We’ll provide the dessert and cold water to 

drink. Munch your lunch in your car or sit outside on chairs provided at each parking place. 

Late September days are usually pleasant. After lunch we’ll enjoy a Sing Song! Be sure and 

make a reservation to reserve a parking space and a lunch if you want us to provide one.  

Call 210-872-8031. Choose between Ham & Swiss Cheese or Roast Beef and Cheddar sandwich 

– served with deviled egg, cherry tomatoes, and package of chips. Cost $5.00.  

The Super Adults keep on keeping on! 
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Nominations in Process 

The Committee on Nominations and Leadership Development continues its work of identifying and inviting partners 
and leaders for various church committees. If you have an interest in serving in some capacity with a board, committee, 

or work area, see attached for that listing for the current year, and reach out to the chair of the Nominating  
Committee, our senior pastor, Paul Escamilla, or the vice-chair, our lay leader Katie Myers.  
You can also contact Elizabeth Jackson, our administrative assistant, to share your interest. 

Thank you for all the ways you say yes to following Christ  
in ministries of serving and leading. 

 

Wednesday, September 30   

9 am – 12 pm 

Drive Through Flu Shot Clinic 

 

Call and make a reservation 210-872-8031– we will send you the paperwork to fill out in advance 
– and drive though the porte cochere on the Woodlawn Parking Lot. Walgreens will be there to 
administer flu shots as they have for the past several years. You won’t have to get out of the car. 
They’ll come to you. In this time of Covid 19 it is even more important to get your Flu Shot.  

 
Protect yourself and your family and your friends.  

Shots free for those on Medicare. 

 

Www.LaurelHeights.org 

https://www.instagram.com/laurelheightsumc/
https://www.facebook.com/laurelheightsumc/
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September 28—October 4 

9/28 
Karen Michaelson 

9/29 
Arianna Galan 

Chris Heye 
Dyego Madrigal 

Paul Oleson 
Nancy Richter 

 
9/30 

Carmen Hughes 
Ryan Lopez 

Molly Myers 

10/1 
James Anderson 

10/2 
Charlie Beuhler 

Abby Halim 
Mary Verette 

10/4 
Peter Carvalhinhos 

Justin Clemens 
Lali Saucedo 

 

 

 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 

Healing: April Blanco (Bobby and Irene Ojeda), Jeanne Coder,  
Janie and John Ervin, Graciela Galvan (Anthony Castillo) 

Concha Garces (Teresa Garces), Abby Halim, Glynis Hayes,  
Larry Howard, Gracie Huron, Marvin Huth, Annalynn Jackson,  

Lucien Manchester, Jane Manning, Sandra Ojeda Medina,  
May O’Neal, Doug Semmes, Nora Winkler 

              

Those Who Mourn:  Keith Spading on the loss of his  
father, Fred William Spading, Sue Hall and family on the death  

of her niece, Gina, Family of Mary Fonseca on the occasion of her death. 

 

Joy: Birth of Marcus James, nephew of Billie and Tony Arredondo 

 

God’s Presence: Keith Spading and family, firefighters in the western 
states and the people affected by fires, hurricanes and flooding, all workers 
helping with recovery efforts, Students - Elementary, Middle School, High 
School, College - face to face and remote, those affected by the COVID-19 
virus and their families, as well as for the caregivers and researchers work-
ing to treat those affected and combat the spread of the disease; homebound 

members, the incarcerated, and women and men in our military.  

 

 

Realm Connect allows church members to view church news and upcoming events, share contact infor-

mation with other members, and manage your giving. Realm Connect will replace the paper church 

directory that’s been distributed in the past.  However, paper copies of a non-pictorial Laurel Heights 

member roster will still be available for members who request one.  We are asking for your permission 

to share your name, address, birthday (month & day only), phone number, and email address in the 

new church directory. Please call Elizabeth Jackson @ 210-733-7156 or email ejackson@mylhumc.org 

for more information. There are also videos on the church website to assist you.  

Laurel Heights Online 
Sunday Worship      Livestream @ 11:00 a.m. 

The livestream will be available for viewing at LaurelHeights.org/online and  

Facebook.com/LaurelHeightsUMC 

Watch our archived services at laurelheights.org/worship-service-archive 

 

Sunday School  

Children’s Sunday school videos can be viewed anytime at laurelheights.org/online 

Adult Sunday school classes meet by Zoom.  

Call (210) 974-1834 to find out more!  

https://www.laurelheights.org/worship-service-archive/

