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I look back at what we were all experiencing during the shutdown in March and 

hope that never happens again. There was so much unknown about Covid-19 and 

how it was spread. One of the first directives was to stay home and have enough 

food and supplies on hand for two weeks.   

Remember how we were all scrambling to the grocery store or trying to snag a 

curbside pickup slot to load up on food and supplies. It was impossible to escape 

the fear that we all felt. And the fear was real. People were getting sick and even dying. The stock market was 

tanking. Businesses and schools were closing. We were shuttered up in our homes, consuming too much news, 

and uncertain of what the future may hold. 

How did many of us respond to this uncertainty? We started stockpiling even though we already had enough in 

our pantries. Now it seems almost comical that so many were in a panic over toilet paper. So why did we respond 

that way? 

It’s the human condition. My Disciple Bible study class was just discussing how easy it is to fall into the trap of  

trying to be self-sufficient and not rely upon God. Any security we have rests in God, not in stockpiling. And yet 

being faithful and trusting that God will take care of us can be hard work.  

When you receive your 2021 estimate of giving card in the mail later this month, join me in continuing to put our 

faith in God rather than the fear of awful things that might happen. It’s easy to fear an uncertain future and react 

by clinging to what we have. What if instead we sought to trust God just a little more, choosing to open our hands 

and share a portion of what we have. Together we can ensure that Laurel Heights continues to grow and flourish 

in its mission and ministry, Giving Hope to the world of God’s love and grace. 

 

Hear a word from Kathy on giving hope through Laurel Heights 
United Methodist Church on Facebook at  

https://www.facebook.com/LaurelHeightsUMC/

videos/359667225084949 

Giving Hope 

Financial Offering 2021 
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Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our PRAYER 

 
You can offer a prayer of gratitude  

or concern by emailing prayers@mylhumc.org, 

through Facebook Messenger, or calling the 

church office (210) 733-7156.  

Www.LaurelHeights.org 

We all need hope. Right now, everyone is having a difficult time. 
 

We are ill. 
We are unemployed. 

We are sad. 
We are angry. 
We are lonely.  
We are scared. 
We are hungry. 
We are grieving. 

 

 We need hope. 
 

By giving hope, we are helping each other. 
We all need it. 

 

We give hope by: 
Writing letters 

Making phone calls 
Giving food 

Sewing masks 
Marching 

Smiling with our eyes 
Ringing the bells on Sunday 

Zooming 
Sharing 
Praying. 

 -Susie Guven 

https://www.instagram.com/laurelheightsumc/
https://www.facebook.com/laurelheightsumc/
mailto:prayers@mylhumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/laurelheightsumc


A REMARKABLE GRANDMOTHER 

Rev. Jim Carr, Minister of Pastoral Care 
 

Howard Thurman's grandmother, Nancy Ambrose, was born a slave. Howard's father died 
when he was seven years old, and so his mother, Alice, worked long hours to support the family 
financially. It was agreed that grandmother Nancy would raise him. She could not read, but 
even as a slave child she knew the value of the mind: "I saw there must be some magic in 
knowing how to read and write." "The interest which Nancy Ambrose had in Thurman acquiring 
knowledge went far beyond reading and writing. She continually pushed him to achieve, to 
reach his potential, to acquire the 'magic'." She would not allow him to settle for the limits the 
white community set on black young people, and she pushed through the resistances until he 
could receive an education that expanded his possibilities. 

 

She taught religious faith by living it. Thurman said, "I learned more, for instance, about the genius of the religion of Jesus 
from my grandmother than from all the men who taught me all....the Greek and all the rest of it. Because she moved 
 inside the experience and lived out of that kind of center...." "She couldn't read her name....But she had stood inside of  
Jesus and looked out at the world through his eyes. And she knew by heart what I could never know." 

 

Luther E. Smith, Jr. says of her, "Nancy Ambrose did not allow her grandson to read from the writings of the Apostle Paul 
because the ministers who came to the plantation when she was a child would preach from the text, 'Slaves, be obedient to 
your masters.' Their hermeneutical [interpretive] approach went against the freedom ethos which characterized her religion. 
In contrast, she often told the story of the black preacher who had a different message for the slaves. In their gathering he 
would say: 'You are not slaves, you are not niggers--you are God's children.'  As his grandmother finished her story with 
those lines, a kind of transformation took place in her: 'she would unconsciously straighten up, head high and chest out, and 
a faraway look would come on her face." "Her 'religious essence' was not just in dialogue with concern for the world but with 
the particular issue of what it means to be black in America." 

 

Nancy Ambrose was instrumental in shaping Howard Thurman's self, his religious experience, and his theology by the 
strength and wisdom of her being. 

 

Source: Howard Thurman: The Mystic as Prophet, Smith; Jesus and the Disinherited, Thurman. 
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Reservations Required 
To sign-up online visit https://reopen.church/r/zB6FJ5Ki   

If you cannot use the online reservation form 
 or to cancel your reservation, email ejackson@mylhumc.org or call 210-733-7156.  

If you reserve seating, you will receive an email from us at the end of the week with  
a confirmation of your reservation and additional details concerning Sunday morning.   

Please be sure to use a good email address when you reserve your seats. 

In-Person Worship in the Sanctuary  
on October 11 at 11 am  

The service will also be livestreamed at 11:00 am on www.laurelheights.org  
and Facebook and remain available to view afterward. 

Seating limited to 50 people for the service and no assigned seating. 
 Masks are required at all times in the building. If you do not have a mask,  

we will have masks available for you. 

Reserve 

A 

Place 

https://reopen.church/r/zB6FJ5Ki
mailto:ejackson@mylhumc.org
http://www.laurelheights.org
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Wednesday Prayer Service 
 

Though scattered, we are gathered in prayer in the name 

 of the One from whose love nothing can separate us.  
 

October 7 from 6:30-7:00 p.m. 
 

We will have a time to gather by Zoom  

to pray for one another and the world.  

 

 

Giving to Laurel Heights 

Online Gifts: Please visit our website, , https://www.laurelheights.org/give/ 
 

Text to Give:  

Please text “LHUMC” to 73256. 

For illustrated step-by-step online and text giving instructions, click here. 
 

Checks: Please mail to  

LHUMC, Attn: Bookkeeper,  

227 W. Woodlawn, SATX, 78212.   
 

Thank you for supporting the mission and ministry of  

Laurel Heights through this challenging season.  

Your generosity is deeply appreciated. 

-The Finance Committee 

There are three ways to join the service: 
Option 1:  

Click on this link: https://www.zoom.us/j/130214408 
 

Option 2:  
Download the Zoom app, click Join Meeting and  

enter the Meeting ID: 130 214 408 
 

Option 3:  
Call (346) 248-7799, and when prompted,  

enter the Meeting ID: 130 214 408 

 

 

 

 

Magdalena House is a transitional neighborhood of homes in San Antonio that serves  
mothers and children who have fled dangerous and abusive lives by providing  

transformation through education, nurturing community, and programming. We rescue 
 the least and the lost, sharing hope for a new beginning.  

Magdalena House’s Wish List: The best and easiest in-kind donations are gift cards in 
low denominations ($10) for Walmart and HEB.  These gift cards allow us to meet specific 

resident needs and obtain objects as we have need and space.  These can be mailed 
 directly to Magdalena House at P.O. Box 692041, San Antonio, TX 78269.   

 

                                    Mission of the Month 

https://www.laurelheights.org/give/
https://www.laurelheights.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Online-and-Text-Giving-Instructions.pdf
https://www.zoom.us/j/130214408


Monday, October 12, 10 a.m. Zoom Book Talk 

 We’ll be discussing “Orphan Train” by Christina  Baker Kline, based on real 
events, the orphan trains that ran regularly from 1854-1929 from the cities on 

the East Coast to the farmlands of the Midwest carrying thousands of 
 abandoned children.  his beautifully written story moves between the  

contemporary & the depression era as it follows a young woman in the foster 
care system and a 90 year old woman who had been on one of the early 

 orphan  trains. The contrast and similarities in their experiences is a 
  powerful story of upheaval and resilience.   

 

If you have attended in the past you will receive a zoom  invitation. If you have 
not attended but would like to attend this one, please let me know. The easiest way to join 

 is  to click on the link on  the invitation. Call Susan 210-872-8031 if you have a problem.  
 

Coming up: Monday, November 2 – “Educated” by Tara Westover  
Monday, November 23 – “The Dreamers”, Karen Thompson Walker  

Super 

Adults 

 

Thursday, October 29, 11 a.m.  

Good News!!      A Super Adult OctoberFest. 

Gather on the Woodlawn Parking Lot – wear your mask – after all  

it is  nearly  Halloween – practice Social Distancing – bring a chair  

or we  will provide one and enjoy:  

German Songs, Accordian Renditions, the Chicken Dance and Lunch.  

Wear your Alpine hat, dirndl, etc. 

 
On the menu is: Potato Salad  

Hot Dog OR Sausage on a Tortilla (Taco Polako)  
Sauerkraut OR Coleslaw  

Apple Strudel 
Cost: $5.00  

You can bring your own lunch if you prefer. 

 
Reservations are a must. Space is limited. Call 210-872-8031 
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Nominations in Process 

The Committee on Nominations and Leadership Development continues its work of identifying and inviting partners 
and leaders for various church committees. If you have an interest in serving in some capacity with a board, committee, 

or work area, see attached for that listing for the current year, and reach out to the chair of the Nominating  
Committee, our senior pastor, Paul Escamilla, or the vice-chair, our lay leader Katie Myers.  
You can also contact Elizabeth Jackson, our administrative assistant, to share your interest. 

Thank you for all the ways you say yes to following Christ  
in ministries of serving and leading. 

Contact Us 

To reach the office staff by phone, please call (210) 733-7156.  

 

For an appointment with our Yvonne Garcia, RN, our Wesley Nurse,  

please call (210) 272-7921. 

 

 

 

Laurel Heights United Methodist Church 

Finance Committee Update 
Y-T-D 2020 

   

Budget Receipts: September  Y-T-D 

Contributions Received $62,974.00 $551,092.44 

Other Receipts $7,562.81 $69,899.09 

Total Budget Receipts: $70,536.81 $620,991.53 

Budget Expenses: $64,262.84 $639,751.58 

Ahead (Behind): $6,273.97 -$18,760.05 

   

PPP Loan Proceeds $0.00 $101,074.93 

   

Trustee Loan -2018   $75,000.00 

Paid 1/1/19   ($20,000.00) 

Balance Due:   $55,000.00 
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October 12—October 18 

10/13 

Andrea Heminigway 

10/14 

Norma Lee England 

10/15 

Rex Parker 

Rod Smith 

10/16 

Jon Lowry 

10/17 

Jo Mascorro 

Elisse De La Vega 

Ricky Bailey  

Oliver Gannon 

 Traci Rush 

 Steve Marrone 

 

 

 

 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 

Healing: Deanna Adams (Shirley Carter), Billie Arredondo, 
 April Blanco (Bobby and Irene Ojeda), Jeanne Coder,  

Janie and John Ervin, Graciela Galvan (Anthony Castillo) 
Concha Garces (Teresa Garces), John David Griffin, Juanita,  

Larry Howard, Gracie Huron, Marvin Huth, Annalynn Jackson,  
Lucien Manchester, Jane Manning, Julie Mazel, Sandra Ojeda Medina,  

May O’Neal, Bill and Dorothy Shepherd (Janice Clayton), 
 Doug Semmes, Beeper and Rod Smith,  Chris Welch, Nora Winkler 

 and 3 friends in Montana battling cancer (Marvin Huth) 
              

 

God’s Presence: firefighters in the western states and the people affected 
by fires, hurricanes and flooding, all workers helping with recovery efforts, 
Students - Elementary, Middle School, High School, College - face to face 

and remote, those affected by the COVID-19 virus and their families, as 
well as for the caregivers and researchers working to treat those affected 

and combat the spread of the disease; homebound members, 
 the incarcerated, and women and men in our military.  

 

 

Realm Connect allows church members to view church news and upcoming events, share contact infor-

mation with other members, and manage your giving. Realm Connect will replace the paper church 

directory that’s been distributed in the past.  However, paper copies of a non-pictorial Laurel Heights 

member roster will still be available for members who request one.  We are asking for your permission 

to share your name, address, birthday (month & day only), phone number, and email address in the 

new church directory. Please call Elizabeth Jackson @ 210-733-7156 or email ejackson@mylhumc.org 

for more information. There are also videos on the church website to assist you.  

Laurel Heights Online 
Sunday Worship      Livestream @ 11:00 a.m. 

The livestream will be available for viewing at https://www.laurelheights.org/online-worship/ 

and Facebook.com/LaurelHeightsUMC 
 

Sunday School  

Children’s Sunday school videos can be viewed anytime at https://vimeo.com/showcase/7425915/  
Adult Sunday school classes meet by Zoom.  

Call (210) 974-1834 to find out more!  

https://www.laurelheights.org/online-worship/
https://vimeo.com/showcase/7425915/

