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Welcome to Sunday Worship 

As we gather, we celebrate the unique gifts God has given to all,  

believing that our many backgrounds and identities are essential  

to the shared offering we bring to God through  

worship, study, friendship, and serving.  



 

Gather to Worship 
  

WELCOME 
        

 

PRELUDE                               Air from Concerto No. 12                           G. F. Handel 
 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                               
 
     Amidst the turmoil of our times we gather to listen for the still, small voice. 
     In this very hour, may God speak to us.  
     In a season of challenge and disruption, we gather to seek a path forward.  
     In this very hour, may God light our way. 
     In a world of hurt and discouragement, we gather to learn the words and deeds 
     by which we might bring healing and hope.  
     In this very hour, may God gift us for the giving work of courage 
     and compassion that awaits us. 
 
OPENING HYMN            All People That on Earth Do Dwell 
 

 
All people that on earth do dwell,  

sing to the Lord with cheerful voice.  
Him serve with mirth, his praise forth tell;  

come ye before him and rejoice. 
 

O enter then his gates with praise;  
approach with joy his courts unto;  

praise, laud, and bless his name always,  
for it is seemly so to do. 

 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

praise him, all creatures here below;  

praise him above, ye heavenly host;  

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 

OPENING PRAYER    
                                                                       
     O gracious and holy God, give us diligence to seek you,  
     wisdom to perceive you, and patience to wait for you. 
     Grant us, O God, a mind to meditate on you, 
     eyes to behold you, ears to listen for your Word, 
     a heart to love you, and a life to proclaim you, 
     through the power of the Spirit, we pray. Amen.  
    

Proclamation of the Word 
 

 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME                                                                                      Laura Healy  
 

 
PSALTER                                                                                                            from Psalm 139 

     The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof. 

     O Lord, you have searched me, and known me! 
     You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 
     you discern my thoughts from afar. 

Bold print invites those who are par ticipating in worship to read or sing. 



     

      You search out my path and my lying down, and are acquainted with all my ways. 
      Even before a word is on my tongue, O Lord, you know it altogether. 
      You pursue me behind and before, and lay your hand upon me. 
      Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot attain it. 

         How profound to me are your thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum of them! 
         If I would count them, they are more than the sand. 
      When I awake, I am still with you. 

      The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof. 
 
SCRIPTURE                                                                                                                           1 Samuel 3:1-10  

 

SERMON                                                    Called together                              Rev. Paul Escamilla 

 

Response to the Word       

RESPONSE                               

 

WORD OF WITNESS                                                                                   Melinda Hartson 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                                        A statement of faith of 
                                                                                               the United Church of Canada 

      We are not alone, we live in God's world. 
      We believe in God: 
         who has created and is creating, 
         who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, 
            to reconcile and make new, 
         who works in us and others by the Spirit. 
      We trust in God. 
      We are called to be the church: 
         to celebrate God's presence, 
         to live with respect in creation, 
         to love and serve others, 
         to seek justice and resist evil, 
         to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 
            our judge and our hope. 
      In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us. 
      We are not alone. 
      Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 
MUSICAL OFFERING         Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing               N. Harmon 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                                      Laura Healy 
                                                                     

      Lord, in your mercy . . .  
                 ...hear our prayer.  

 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

      Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
      thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
      Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
      as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
      And lead us not into temptation,  
      but deliver us from evil. 
      For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 



Sending Forth 
 

 

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP 
 

 

CLOSING HYMN                        Here I Am, Lord   

I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry. 
All who dwell in dark and sin my hand will save. 

I who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright. 
Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall I send? 

 

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night. 

I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
I will hold your people in my heart. 

 

I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame. 
I will set a feast for them. My hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give my life to them. Whom shall I send? 

 

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night. 

I will go Lord, if you lead me. 
I will hold your people in my heart. 

 
 
 

BENEDICTION 

 

POSTLUDE                          Sonata in B Minor: III Allegro                             J. Walther 
 
 

LITURGIST 
Melinda Hartson 

 

    

 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
Given with love by Noe and Sandra Ojeda Medina 

Praise God and in celebration of Marisa Medina Parker and Omar Ojeda Medina, 
 our children with birthdays this month. 

    

 

 

 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 

Healing: Amy and Mike (Aubrey Reichman), Betty Benson,  
Whit Birdsong (Kitty Grantham), Jeanne Coder, Flavio Garcia and family,  

Gena (Thad Dorsey), Annalynn Jackson, Ginna Lynd (Liz Escamilla), 
 Lucien Manchester, May O’Neal, Doug Semmes,  

Erin Vaca and family, Bob Walden. 
 

Those who Mourn: Jane and Bernie Marrone on the death  
            of her sister, Nancy Dunham.  

Family of Rev. David Semrad on his death. 
 

God’s Presence: David Shelden, J r., for our country, parents, teachers and 
 students both face to face and remote, those affected by the COVID-19 virus and 
their families, as well as for the caregivers and researchers working to treat those 

affected and combat the spread of the disease; homebound members,  
the incarcerated, and women and men in our military. 



 

 

 

PRAY 

 WITH  

 LAUREL 

HEIGHTS             

Share prayer  
requests by  

emailing  
 

prayers 
@mylhumc.org  

 

or calling the 

church office  

(210) 733-7156. 

mailto:ejackson@mylhumc.org
mailto:ejackson@mylhumc.org


 

 

Online Gifts:  

Please visit our website, 

 www.laurelheights.org/donate 

Text to Give:  

Please text “LHUMC” to 73256 

For illustrated step-by-step online and text  

giving instructions, click here. 

Checks: Please mail to  

LHUMC, Attn: Bookkeeper  

227 W. Woodlawn     

San Antonio, Texas  78212   

Thank you, Laurel Heights,  

for your faithfulness in giving. 

 

A time to  

to pray for one another and the world… 

Wednesday Prayer Service 

January 20 from 6:30-7:00 p.m. 

Though scattered, we are gathered in prayer in the name 
of the One from whose love nothing can separate. 

There are three ways to join the service: 

Option 1:  
Click on this link: https://www.zoom.us/j/130214408 

 

Option 2:  
Download the Zoom app, click Join Meeting and  

enter the Meeting ID: 130 214 408 

 

Option 3:  
Call (346) 248-7799, and when prompted,  

enter the Meeting ID: 130 214 408 

https://www.laurelheights.org/donate
https://www.laurelheights.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Online-and-Text-Giving-Instructions.pdf
https://www.zoom.us/j/130214408


 

Mission of the Month  - January 2021 

Guillermo Berman, Missionary  

Our Mission of the Month for January is Missionary Guillermo Berman. 

He directs the Manos Juntas Ministry which is a part of the Methodist 

Church of Mexico and ministers to people living near Reynosa and Mata-

moras. It is a multi-faceted ministry with ongoing projects to provide a 

better life for the people of Mexico. 

Missionary Berman and Manos Juntas are supported by UMC Global Min-

istries and donations and volunteer teams from the United States and other 

countries. 

You may donate to the Mission of the Month  

online at https://www.laurelheights.org/give/ 

Or mail to  
LHUMC, Attn: Bookkeeper           
227 W. Woodlawn, SATX, 78212 

Thursday, January 28 – SUPER ADULT DAY 

We’ll gather at 11 o’clock in the Woodlawn Parking Lot to celebrate 
the Feast of the Three Kings. Park your car on the lot, bring a chair to 
sit on in front of your car (do not congregate), or we’ll have a chair for 
you.  

Lunch will be: Roast Beef Sandwich, Relishes, Chips 
King’s Cake for Dessert, Cost $5.00 

Even though, hopefully, we’ll all have had our vaccine by then it will be 
necessary to wear a mask and practice social distancing. Please let us 
know you are coming so we have plenty of food.  Call 210-872-8031. 

Welcome, Wyndee! 

 
Rev. Wyndee Holbrook has been invited to serve as 
Pastor in Residence at Laurel Heights for the year 
2021. Wyndee has worked with Laurel Heights in 
summer conversations (Grace Notes and Possibili-
ties), ongoing discussions and programming related to youth ministry, 
and "Come and See" Advent/Christmas worship gatherings. The honor-
ific title does not involve compensation, but recognizes Wyndee's con-
tribution to our life together in ministry. Besides having previously 
served as a pastor in the Cooperative Baptist tradition, Wyndee is also 
the director of the Interfaith San Antonio Alliance, and works closely 
with the City of San Antonio Faith-Based Initiative. She preached in the 
sanctuary worship service in late December, and has also been a part of 
a fall Bible Study at Laurel Heights. Welcome, Wyndee! 

https://www.laurelheights.org/give/

