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Beginning again  

 

 

 

Elie Wiesel once wrote that God had a secret with humanity. The secret was not  

how to begin; it was how to begin again. Something in the human spirit, perhaps 

something posited there by God, whispered into our ear and settling into the depths 

of our being, expresses over and over the capacity to start after having stopped;  

rise after having fallen; love after having lost; laugh after having given up the  

possibility of ever knowing joy again. 

Let’s add one more thing to that list: To gather as the church after having been 

scattered for over a year. On the one hand, it’s as intuitive and muscle memory-driven as getting back on 

a bike. On the other, it’s as awkward as negotiating a first Cotillion dance. Shake hands? Hug? Elbow bump?  

Fist bump? Are you who I think you are? I didn’t recognize you at first. Can I sit here? Is this too close?  

Protocols are shifting week to week. Masks, and no singing. Masks, but singing. Refreshments, but outdoors. 

Communion, but individually served. Given the array of ambiguities inherent in returning to regular activities 

and initiating new ones, it is clear that the secret is still in mid-whisper. We do not yet fully know how to 

begin again; we have a start, but for now it’s really more like fits and starts!  

In the coming weeks we will essentially be learning to walk again, our guides being those around us who are 

also learning to walk again. We will be working toward more group gatherings, more worship offerings  

(Come and See begins Sunday at 9 a.m.!), more opportunities to gather informally, the prospect of a return to 

choral singing, and of course, a day when masks are no longer standard attire! How fast? How soon?  

What order? What time frame? These are all questions best answered with the word “responsibly.” Our care 

for one another and our solidarity with our community require us to move carefully—as well as creatively—

into new practices.  

If I were to hazard a guess as to what the secret is that God has with humanity about how precisely to begin 

again, I would say it’s this: Trust the trust walk. Friends in Christ, this is our deep, spiritual work together over 

the coming weeks. Relying upon God’s grace, we are called to journey across an uncharted frontier with an 

assurance that God will provide. This has been so throughout our Covid year; we can be certain that it will be 

so again. 

Grace and peace. 

 

Come and See Worship Gathering on Rowe Plaza 
9:00 - 9:30 a.m. 

Come and share worship with Holy Communion in the open air.  
A reception will follow. 

 

Sanctuary Worship 
11:00 a.m. 

The return of congregational singing and the sacrament of Holy Communion  
will mark this special service of worship. (Masks and reservations are required.)  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050c49afad23a64-lhumc1 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050c49afad23a64-lhumc1
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Sunday School  

for All Ages 
10:00 - 10:45 a.m. 
 (9:30 – 10:30 a.m.  

for certain adult groups) 
Join a familiar group,  

or discover a new group  
for study and friendship. 

 

Nursery care  

will be available  

from 8:30 am -12:30 pm                                             

 

Come and See Worship Gathering  
on Rowe Plaza 
9:00 - 9:30 a.m. 

Come and share worship with Holy 
Communion in the open air.  

A reception will follow. 
 

Nursery care  
will be available  

from 8:30 am -12:30 pm  
 

Bring a lawn chair or blanket, if you are able.  
We will have extra chairs available. 

S a n c t u a r y  Wo r s h i p  a t  1 1 : 0 0  a . m .  
 

The return of congregational singing and the sacrament of Holy Communion 
 will mark this special service of worship. (Masks and reservations are required.)  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050c49afad23a64-lhumc1 
The service will be live streamed at 11 am on church website 

 & Facebook and will remain available to view afterward.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050c49afad23a64-lhumc1
https://www.laurelheights.org/online/
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R E V. J I M C A R R ’ S R E T I R E M E N T 

After many years as the Laurel Heights UMC 

Minister of Pastoral Care, Rev. Jim Carr  

retired May 30. We have been celebrating 

his tenure and expressing our deep  

appreciation with a love offering, cards, and  

other gifts. 

If you wish to participate in that offering, direct your gift online or by 

check with “Rev. Jim Carr love offering” in the memo line. 

A  s p e c i a l  t h a n k  y o u  t o   

Aubrey Reichman 

Noe Medina 

Sandra Ojeda Medina 

Ashley Landers  

for the new banner and yard signs project. 

https://www.laurelheights.org/give/
https://www.laurelheights.org/give/


Another Summer Like No Other 

After months of recruiting and searching for enough college young adults to work for Project 

Transformation this summer, there just aren’t as many as Project Transformation had 

planned and hoped for.  

This means that Project Transformation will operate in this not-normal-summer at half the 

staff planned. Because of this there will be fewer sites and every site will be smaller.  

Laurel Heights will not be a Project Transformation site this summer. 

I hope you will join me in showering Westlawn United Methodist Church and Northern Hills 

United Methodist Church in good wishes for the PT summer ahead. Reading Buddies are  

welcome at both these sites. You can click this link to sign up. https://www.givepulse.com/

event/registerShifts/230211 

Laurel Heights is home to some of the best cooks in the county! Partner up with a friend or a 

small group and click here to provide a delicious dinner for the hard-working PT interns at 

their residence on Vance Jackson Road! https://www.givepulse.com/event/dates/227764 

It will be a summer like no other on the campus of Laurel Heights but also an opportunity like 

no other to show our commitment to loving children into literacy by volunteering and  

supporting Project Transformation in these exciting ways. 

I’d be happy to answer any questions you might have. 

Laura Healy 

https://www.givepulse.com/event/registerShifts/230211
https://www.givepulse.com/event/registerShifts/230211
https://www.givepulse.com/event/dates/227764
https://projecttransformation.org/rio-texas/
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S u p e r  A d u l t s  B o o k  Ta l k  

Monday, June 14 at 10 am on Zoom 

Today we discuss the delightful novel  

by Penelope Fitzgerald, The Bookshop, 

which is now a motion picture.  

If you would like to join us, please call 

and let know at 210-872-8031. 

A l l  a r e  We l c o m e !

Super Adults 

Having fun and dancing 

the May Pole last week! 
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The Interfaith Welcome Coalition (IWC) is a faith-based movement meeting the changing needs 
of asylum seekers, refugees and at-risk immigrants in collaboration with others. 

• Respond to the needs as they present themselves and as they change.

• Provide basic support to people on their journey.

• Educate and advocate to change the systems that impact immigrants.

• Pray in community.

• Currently help many asylum seekers.

The Interfaith Welcome Coalition Outreach Programs are supported by & supplement the other 
outreach programs they run. The outreach programs provide a warm, comforting welcome and invalu-
able resources to migrants who have escaped unimaginable dangers in their homeland and have been 
released from American detention centers.  

United Methodist Women of 

Laurel Heights  

assembled 70 Food Bags to be 

distributed by the Interfaith 

Welcome Coalition.  

Mission of the month for June is 

Bus Station Outreach 

Airport Outreach 

Accompaniment 

Lunch Outreach 

Backpack Outreach 

Visit their website for Volunteer Opportunities: 

https://interfaithwelcomecoalition.org/ 

https://interfaithwelcomecoalition.org/


save    datethe  

vacation bible school

July 12-16 

Limited registration.  
Please register by July 1st 

Questions? Email Meaghan Rohlfs 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL9tsWmaf3GQ32ZXnznkG0ah-boABf-vPc 

If you would like to listen, 
learn and enjoy  

the VBS music before July, 

click on the link below! 

vacation bible school
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScqahy3IdQXnwheRmhzx-Ap2OoO6AIhSkV3syejllyrDSekhw/viewform
mailto:meaghanrohlfs@gmail.com?subject=Vacation%20Bible%20School%202021
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL9tsWmaf3GQ32ZXnznkG0ah-boABf-vPc
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Giving to Laurel Heights 

Online Gifts: Please visit our website, 

https://www.laurelheights.org/give/ 

Text to Give:  

Please text “LHUMC” to 73256 

Checks: Please mail to LHUMC, Attn: Bookkeeper        

227 W. Woodlawn, SATX, 78212   

I was born and raised in San Angelo, Texas. My grandfather was a Baptist preacher – 

the hellfire and brimstone kind, which scared me as a child even though he was a quite 

man out of the pulpit. When my little sister and I were young, my grandparents kept us during the day and before 

and after school, while our parents worked. Our grandmother taught us many Bible stories using a felt board with 

the biblical characters. Poor Judas was always in the corner. Grandmother Lillian taught me to play hymns on the 

old piano in their tiny living room. My first hymn to master was Sweet Hour of Prayer. I am sure my family got 

tired of hearing it…over and over. During those days, my little sister, Debbie Jo and I learned to sing  harmony on 

hymns as my grandmother played.  

I sang in choirs in elementary, junior and high school and a year in college. I came to First United Methodist church 

in San Angelo because they offered a scholarship for college students to sing in their choir each semester. You had 

to attend Wednesday night rehearsal and Sunday worship and sing a solo once a month….all for the sum of $200 

per semester! Remember, this was 1975 and $200 was $200. While singing in the choir one Sunday morning, I met 

Richard and the rest is history…and yes I became a Methodist. I am thankful that our children, Allie and Drew, 

grew up at Laurel Heights just like their father. Richard’s parents and grandparents were members here also and it 

has always felt like home. 

Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer! That calls me from a world of care, 

and bids me at my Father’s throne make all my wants and wishes known. 

In seasons of distress and grief, my soul has often found relief, 

And oft escaped the tempter’s snare, by thy return, sweet hour of prayer! 

E l i z a b e t h  J a c k s o n  

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  S e c r e t a r y

Staff 

Spotlight 
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https://www.laurelheights.org/give/
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Contact Us 
To reach the office staff by phone,  

please call (210) 733-7156.  

 

For an appointment with Yvonne Garcia, RN,  

our Wesley Nurse,  

please call (210) 272-7921. 

 

 

Www.LaurelHeights.org 

 

Lord, in your mercy,  
hear our PRAYER 

 

You can offer a prayer of gratitude  

or concern by emailing 

prayers@mylhumc.org, 

through Facebook Messenger, 

 or calling the church office  

(210) 733-7156.  

 

  

                              
 

 

 

 

 

June 5 to June 12 

6/6 
Stacy Campbell 

Katina Huron-Chaffin 

6/7 
June McManus 

6/8 
Bert Clayton 

Amon Marrone 

6/10 
Barret Galindo 
Mary Sandoval 

 

We don’t want to leave anyone out!  
 Please notify the church office if you 

don’t see your name on the birthday list. 

 

JOYS AND CONCERNS  
 

Healing: Tony Arredondo, Beatrice (Glynis Hayes),  
Bert and Nancy (Frank Healy), Judy Davis, 
Julia Glick (Laura Glick), Ahmed Halim,  

Larry Howard, Josiah (Thad Dorsey), Jon Lowry,  
Lucien Manchester, Shelley McMullen,  
Bryan Myers (Bill Myers), May O’Neal,  

Richard Parrigan, Doug Semmes,  
Nathan Vasquez (Leticia Vasquez) 

 

Those who Mourn: Elaine Zuercher and family 
 on the death of her cousin, Karen. 

 

God’s Presence: For those affected by the COVID-19 
virus and their families, as well as for the caregivers and 
researchers working to treat those affected and combat 

the spread of the disease; homebound members,  
the incarcerated, and women and men in our military. 

http://Www.LaurelHeights.org
https://www.instagram.com/laurelheightsumc/
https://www.facebook.com/laurelheightsumc/
mailto:prayers@mylhumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/laurelheightsumc



