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In light of the recent tragedy ... 

“In light of the recent tragedy . . .” How many times in the days following the terrorist 
attacks of September 11, 2001 did we hear that expression as a preface to announcing a 
change of plans? It became a commonplace, used in reference to everything from air travel 
to supply chains to sporting events to political strategizing to impromptu worship services.  
 

What was intended as a purely utilitarian phrase contained a certain inadvertent  
hopefulness. Taken literally, it suggested that this awful tragedy had brought forth light. 
Did the events of September 11, casting such a long, ominous shadow across our land,  
really bring light? And if so, what was illumined?  
 

Several passengers flying on September 11, in light of events unfolding on their very plane, took the opportunity 
to call home from their cell phones. "I love you," was the prevalent message relayed by those who, in light of  
impending doom, decided, curiously, that what mattered most was not withdrawing in panic but reaching out 
in affection. 
 

Office workers in a 100-story tower, in light of events occurring moments earlier in the next tower over, made 
similar calls and sent similar emails to friends and family--words of appreciation, of love, of connection. 
 

My relationships with Muslim colleagues were never stronger than after 9/11, as though in light of the horrific 
events of that day, and the malevolent generalizations that characterized certain public discourse in the days and 
weeks following, we realized how much we needed each other’s friendship and mutual understanding. Interfaith 
relationships across the board have been stronger in my various arenas of ministry—including Laurel Heights—
ever since. In the coming weeks Laurel Heights will share in an interfaith effort to provide welcome and home to 
Afghan refugees as they arrive in our city. 
 

In light of the events of 9/11, what did we come to see better than we had previously? What people, practices, 
and traditions did we come to love more deeply? What freedoms did we cherish more dearly? What assumptions 
or stereotypes were we ready to discard more readily? What hopes and dreams did we cling to with greater  
tenacity? Are we a worse nation since 9/11? I believe in many ways we have become better.  
 

In a sense, September 11th, 2001 plunged our nation into a profound darkness. The collectively excruciating  
experience of losing so much of so much in so brief a moment is still, twenty years later, difficult to fully  
comprehend. The day lives alongside December 7, 1941 in infamy. In another sense, however, we know that God 
works for good in all circumstances—historical as well as communal and personal—and that through the  
inscrutable mechanisms of grace, beyond that dark moment in our history, light followed. 
 

Grace and peace.  
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Col lege Student  Sunday  

 @  Laurel  Heights!  

Sunday,  September 19  

We will be recognizing the college students in our midst on 
 Sunday, September 19 at the 11 a.m. worship service. 

Each student will be presented with a special welcome bag. 

A lunch for the students will be served  
in the Fellowship Hall at Noon.  

Volunteers are needed to adopt a student  
and help them feel at home at LHUMC 

 

Contact Wyndee Holbrook at Wyndee@interfaithsaa.org 

 

Stop by the Fellowship Hall 
on Sunday morning 

 and write a note  
of encouragement.  

These will be included  
in each student’s  

welcome bag! 

mailto:Wyndee@interfaithsaa.org
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S a n c t u a r y  Wo r s h i p  a t  1 1 : 0 0  a m  
S u n d a y,  S e p t e m b e r  1 2  

 
No reservations are required 

Masks are required.  
 
 

The service will be live streamed at 11 am  
on church website & Facebook and will remain available to view afterward.  

 

Fellowship Time       10:30 – 10:55 am Fellowship Hall 

Sunday School for All Ages 
9:45- 10:30 am 

Join a familiar group, or discover a new circle for study and friendship. 

September 12 
9:00am — 9:30am 

Fellowship Hall 

 

Paul Escamilla in word 

Cheryl Crews in song 

Nursery care  

will be available  

from  

8:45 am -12:30 pm                                             

https://www.laurelheights.org/online/
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Mission of the Month 

Catholic Charities are asking for donations of gift cards to help meet  
the immediate needs of Afghan refugees arriving in SA.  

Gift Card Donation 

Gift card donations to Walmart, Target, and H-E-B  
can be dropped off at our main office, 

202 W. French Pl., San Antonio, TX 78212 
during our business hours of  

8:30am – 5pm, Monday – Friday.  

 
30 Ways for 30 Days 

September is Hunger Action Month 

Fight Hunger in our Community this September 
 

Click below for a list of ways to help! 
https://safoodbank.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/FINAL_SAFB_30-Ways-
For-30-Days-Calendar-2021.jpg 

 

We are all signed up for Wednesday, Sept. 22.  

We will be taking the church bus, driven by 

Rusty Manning. Please bring a sack lunch. 

Call Jane Manning at (210) 859-1639  

for reservations and she will send you some 

forms to sign and their Covid protocols.  

https://safoodbank.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/FINAL_SAFB_30-Ways-For-30-Days-Calendar-2021.jpg
https://safoodbank.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/FINAL_SAFB_30-Ways-For-30-Days-Calendar-2021.jpg
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Wednesday Prayer Gathering 

September 8 

from 5:30-6:00 p.m. 

Though scattered, we are gathered in prayer 
 in the name of the One from whose love 

 nothing can separate us. 
 

Click on this link: https://www.zoom.us/j/130214408 

OR  
Call (346) 248-7799, and when prompted, enter the Meeting ID: 130 214 408 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

This Sunday we'll hear from our pastor, Paul Escamilla as we say farewell to  
the Fellowship Hall and make our way to our new home. We look forward to 

those who have missed the early service joining us to hear friends  
continue to share their faith during the month of September. 

 

Sept. 12 - Paul Escamilla in word, Cheryl Crews in song 

Sept. 19 - Rachel Goeres in word, Anaiah and Joseph Monaño in song 

Sept. 26 - Ashley Landers in word, Katie Myer in song 
 

October brings our Stewardship emphasis as we continue to 
 Come and See What God has Done, is Doing, and will Do! 

NEWS 

Come and See is moving to a new home in 
the Sanctuary beginning on Sept. 19.  

Join us at 9 a.m. for 30 minutes of worship 
in song, prayer, litany and reflection.  

How rich it will be to hear Geoffrey Waite 
share the marvelous instruments in the 

sanctuary as our group of worshipers gather 
in the front center section to maintain our 

intimate and casual interaction.  

https://www.zoom.us/j/130214408
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Super Adults Steering Committee via Zoom 

Wednesday , September 15 @ 10 a.m.  

 

 

 

 

We look forward to the time of 

Face to Face encounters. 

 

 

S u p e r  A d u l t s  B o o k  Ta l k  v i a  Z o o m  

M o n d ay,  S e p t e m b e r  1 3  @  1 0  a . m .  

The Lions of Fifth Avenue by Fiona Davis. 

“In this thrilling, poignant, and utterly irresistible novel, we are immersed in the 

 secrets of the famed New York Public Library and the family whose lives are  

intertwined with it in 1913 and 1993. At once a breathtaking, page-turning mystery 

and a deeply personal story of women attempting to forge independent lives, it is, 

ultimately, a glorious tale of love. Love of family, love of vocation, and, above all, the 

love of the timeless power of the written word.” 

                            —Sarah-Jane Stratford, author of Radio Girls and Red Letter Days 

 

More and more Supers are discovering this delightful  

Zoom Meeting – whether they’ve read the book or not! 

Let Susan know if you wish to join. 

Call 210-872-8031 
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For the 2021-2022 Academic Year,  
scholarships  were awarded to: 

 

Carolina Alvarez 

Zandrea Evans 

Max Healy 

Aubrey Reichman 

Abigail Sanders 

                   Josh Sanders                     

 

 

Laurel Heights UMC  
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I grew up in the United Methodist Church. My grandfather was a United Methodist 

pastor and my mother is a retired United Methodist pastor. Church has always 

been a essential part of my life. Even as a rebellious teen, my mother expected me 

to go to church. (“It is what we do, my mother said.) So I attended church and to 

register my protest would sit and read the most anti-religion, inflammatory books 

I could find. Even in the face of all that teenage angst, the liturgy did its work on 

my soul - softening me and reaching into my heart. By the time I was a senior in 

high school, I was teaching Sunday School. 

My work for Laurel Heights took root in a Godly Play classroom and grew into work 

with Project Transformation. I joined the staff as Director of Program Ministries in 

August of 2019. And it was as a part of this hardworking and inspiring staff, that I 

felt a call to something deeper. In July of this year, I began the candidacy process 

to become a Licensed Local Pastor in the Rio Texas Conference. 

I am currently serving Laurel Heights as Minister of Faith Formation and Pastoral 

Care – a title that may be too long for a nametag, but one that means I am serving 

this congregation in the growth and care of your hearts and spirits. I cannot  

imagine any finer work. 

My husband, Frank and I are empty nesters these days as our son, Max pursues a 

degree in cello performance from TCU. 

I am a poet by training and you can often find me scribbling away in a journal.  

In my spare time I enjoy reading and knitting. 

I am grateful for good work to do and the opportunity to serve Laurel Heights! 

 

Laura Healy 
Minister of Faith Formation 

and Pastoral Care Staff 
Spotlight 



 

 

 

 

Giving to Laurel Heights 

Online Gifts:  

Please visit our website,  

https://www.laurelheights.org/give/ 

 

 

                                                           Text to Give:  

                                                      Please text “LHUMC” to 73256 
 

                                                     Checks: Please mail to LHUMC 

                                                         Attn: Bookkeeper           

                                                   227 W. Woodlawn, SATX, 78212   

 

Or give through  

our church QR code 
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United Methodist Committee on Relief—UMCOR 

Support UMCOR’S Disaster Response 
 

 

 

 

 

You may give through the LHUMC website by clicking on the link below 
 and clicking on the Give Online option, use the arrow to find the UMCOR fund.  

https://www.laurelheights.org/give/ 

Hurricane Ida 
Haiti Earthquake 

Afghan Refugee Resettlement 

https://www.laurelheights.org/give/
https://www.laurelheights.org/give/
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Lord, in your mercy,  
hear our PRAYER 

 

You can offer a prayer of gratitude  

or concern by emailing 

prayers@mylhumc.org, 

through Facebook Messenger, 

 or calling the church office  

(210) 733-7156.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

September 10 to September 17 
 

9/11 
Sarah Hudson 

9/12 
Sarah Rodriguez 

9/14 
Annie Garcia 

9/15 
Jack Sadler 

Evelyn Williams 

9/16 
Cheryl Crews 
Doss McDavid 

9/17 
Barbara Geerdes 

Beth Thomas 

 

JOYS AND CONCERNS  

 

We don’t want to leave anyone out!  
 Please notify the church office if you 

don’t see your name on the birthday list. 

Contact Us 
To reach the office staff by phone,  

please call (210) 733-7156.  

For an appointment with Yvonne Garcia, RN,  
our Wesley Nurse,  

please call (210) 272-7921. 

Www.LaurelHeights.org 

 

Healing: Josh Beninger (Susan Holloway), 

Byrd Bonner, Chad C. (Ginnie Herrera), Cliff,  

Othon Garces (Teresa Garces), Josh Garcia,  

Harper, Larry Howard, Lucien Manchester,  

 Nicole McNeel (Jill Sanders),  

Mohan (Melissa Nardi), Doug Semmes 

 

Those Who Mourn: Cece Adams and family on 

the death of her husband, David Adams.  

 

God’s Presence: People affected by Hurricane 
Ida and those living in the paths of the California 
fires. For those affected by the COVID-19 virus 
and their families, as well as for the caregivers 
and researchers working to treat those affected 

and combat the spread of the disease;  
homebound members; the incarcerated;  

and women and men in our military.  

mailto:prayers@mylhumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/laurelheightsumc
https://www.facebook.com/laurelheightsumc/
https://www.instagram.com/laurelheightsumc/
http://Www.LaurelHeights.org

