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Connections . . . Reaching Beyond Ourselves 

On Sunday many of us walked into the sanctuary to a flurry of colorful ribbons draped 
over the balcony. One ribbon hung about six feet off the floor, tantalizingly close to a 
seven - year old’s leaping reach. Jake Landers jumped up to touch the ribbon and . . . 
came close. He tried again . . . closer! On his third attempt, Jake brushed the tip of the 
hanging ribbon, landed firmly on his feet, and beamed.  

The ribbons that have adorned our sanctuary through October have represented many things to us—
the heartfelt sidewalk prayers of the last twenty months; the weaving together of our lives in worship, 
friendship, and service; the cross that is the emblem of God’s love for the world; and our hopes and 
prayers for Laurel Heights in the coming year. 

And now—thank you, Jake!—they mean one more thing: reaching. The ribbons all around us this 
month invite us to stretch, to grow, to reach. In a sense every gesture of giving is an extension out-
ward, into the world, a reaching beyond ourselves toward one another. And when we give—when we 
stretch in our giving—we grow in our reliance on God and our sense of God’s life-giving purposes at 
work in and through us. I ask you to pray with me for God to guide us each in our discernment as we 
seek to reach toward greater faithfulness in our lives through our financial generosity toward the 
church we are called to love and serve. Here is Sunday’s schedule: 

 
9 a.m. Come and See worship, with a consecration of our pledges/estimates of giving for 2022 

9:30 to 10:30 a.m. Jazz Brunch on the Plaza, with fresh beignets from the Acadiana Food Trailer 

11:00 a.m. Worship with a consecration of our pledges/estimates of giving for 2022 

I’ll hope to see you Sunday for worship and 
brunch. Be sure to reach for the ribbons! 

 
Grace and peace.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Guidance for giving financially to Laurel Heights       

  

This month we’ve been considering what it means to give hope to others through our financial 

 support of Laurel Heights. On Sunday Laurel Heights members will be invited to  

consecrate their pledges and estimates of giving for the mission and ministry of the church in the coming year. For 

that purpose, I’ve created an FAQ that I hope will be helpful. 

How much should I give to Laurel Heights? Begin to answer that question by enumerating some of the things you 

appreciate most deeply in your church and your faith journey. Then ask, “How can I best express my  

gratitude to God and others for the gift of being a part of the life of Laurel Heights?” Our guide here can be the  

wisdom of 1 John 4:19: “We love because God first loved us.” 

What constitutes a generous pledge? The Bible makes many references to a “tithe,” or ten percent of one’s  

earnings, as a giving standard for people of faith, one many continue to find a useful goal or base line. Some work 

toward this mark, increasing their giving by a percentage or two over time; others work from it, gradually moving 

beyond a tithe while growing toward an increasingly simpler lifestyle.  

How should I manage my personal finances in relation to my church giving? Giving to Laurel Heights should be part 

of a comprehensive and sustainable household budget. Stretching beyond our comfort zone to give to the church 

may mean forgoing certain other expenditures to make this commitment a priority, but should not  

involve going into debt. 

How do I give? The church provides several options for making financial contributions: 1) Gifts of cash and checks 

can be placed in the offering plate on Sundays during worship, as well as mailed or hand-delivered to the church 

office; 2) Online giving allows you to set up a secure automatic draft (or make a one-time gift) from a debit or credit 

card. The electronic funds transfers (EFT’s) allow the church to securely draft a monthly amount from a bank  

checking account; 3) a Quick Response (QR) code in the weekly bulletin allows for secure online contributions to be 

made during worship with a smart phone; 4) Stocks, mutual funds, and other non-cash gifts are also frequented  

donated. You can contact our bookkeeper, Amy Caldwell, with further questions about giving options.  

Our church family at Laurel Heights is one of the treasures in my life, and countless times I’ve heard you say the 

same. The sharing of our lives—time, talents, and financial resources—is the best way we have to express our love 

and appreciation for a faith community that has meant so very much to us and to so many, creating community, 

forming lives in Christian discipleship, giving 

hope—to us and to others, changing the 

world. May God guide each of us this week in 

what I hope will be a prayerful and joyful 

time of discernment and spiritual discovery.   

Yours in Christ, 

Let us all give as we have decided in our hearts, not grudgingly 
or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  
2 Corinthians 9:7 

October 24th is Consecration Sunday at Laurel 

Heights. In worship we will be invited to consecrate 

our financial commitments to Laurel Heights for 

2022. A catered brunch will be served from  

9:30 to 10:30 on Rowe Plaza.  
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Wednesday Prayer Gathering 

October 27 

from 5:30-6:00 p.m. 

Though scattered, we are gathered in prayer 
 in the name of the One from whose love 

 nothing can separate us. 
 

Click on this link: https://www.zoom.us/j/130214408 

OR  
Call (346) 248-7799, and when prompted, enter the Meeting ID: 130 214 408 

Join us October 24, 2021 for worship 

11:00 A.M.  Sanctuary 

Preaching : Rev. Paul Escamilla 

October 24, 2021 

9:00am — 9:30am Sanctuary  

Preaching: Rev. Paul Escamilla 

Song Leader: Katie Myers 

Come & See Worship  

in the Sanctuary 

is an intimate & informal 
30-minute  

worship experience.  

Children are welcome!  

Masks required 

https://www.zoom.us/j/130214408


 

Words of Witness from Sunday, October 17th, 2021   

Bill Myers 

How do you compress 51 years as a member of Laurel Heights into the 2-3 minutes 

allotted?? 

Was it . . .the music program that first attracted us to LH? 

Or was it . . . our wonderful Epworth Sunday school class? 

Or was it . . . the support and encouragement of church friends and 11 pastors to ac-

cept positions of leadership at the church, district conference and jurisdiction levels? 

Or was it . . . the baptism of our son, granddaughter, and grandson at the church? 

Or was it . . . the pride of seeing our son and daughter-in-law in leadership roles? 

Or was it . . . the many mission trips, local outreach and service with the Church Mice? 

Or was it . . . the joy of welcoming new children born to church members or the sad-

ness of losing wonderful long-time friends? 

Everything considered, I guess it could all be summed up in one word---LOVE!! 

How do you spell . . . ? 

B is for the Blessings brought by church members. 

E is for the Energy they share. 

I is for the Invitation offered. 

God is at the center, everywhere. 

N is for the Noontime bells that call us. 

E is our Elation to be here. 

T is for the Teachings, heard and practiced. 

S is for our Service, far and near. 

Put them all together, they spell Beignets. 

Special treats for Laurel Heights this time of year. 

Ellen Myers 
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Mission and Ministry  

at Laurel Heights in 2020 & 2021 

 

 

Consecration Sunday October 24 

We invite you to bring  your  

estimate of giving and your prayer 

ribbons to place in the  basket  

during the Come & See service at 

9am and the 11am worship  

service, both in the sanctuary. 

Cards can also be dropped off at 

the Jazz Brunch as we celebrate 

the Gift of Belonging! 



Fill your trunk  

with plenty of 

treats  

October 31st 

5pm—7pm  

Belknap Parking 

LHUMC  

Weekday School  
Halloween Parade  

When: October 29th 
Time: 9am 
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Giving to Laurel Heights 

Online Gifts:  

Please visit our website,  

https://www.laurelheights.org/give/ 

Text to give: 

“LHUMC” to  73256 

Checks: Please mail to LHUMC 

          Attn: Bookkeeper           

          227 W. Woodlawn 

         San Antonio, TX 78212 

Or give through  

our church QR code 

Laurel Heights United Methodist Church 

Finance Committee Update 

Y-T-D 2021 

   
Budget Receipts: September  Y-T-D  

Contributions Received $64,370.15 $512,305.13 

Other Receipts $14,490.72 $145,976.44 

Total Budget Receipts: $78,860.87 $658,281.57 

Total Budget Expenses: $75,580.52 $596,571.89 

      Ahead (Behind):    $3,280.35  $61,709.68 

   

   

Trustee Loan -2018   $75,000.00  
Paid 1/1/19   $20,000.00  

Balance Due:  9/30/21   $55,000.00  
   October payment   $30,000.00  

Balance Due:  10/13/21   $25,000.00  
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Memorial   

and  
Honorarium 

Gifts  

General Fund 

In memory of 
Marjorie Hugo 

Given Nick & Genny Campbell 

In memory of 
Judy Davis 
Given by  

Richard and Nancy Dugger 
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 October 
Mission  

of the Month 

We will be collecting diapers, pull-ups, and wipes to help replenish their supply 

of baby products. We will be collecting items in the basket on the bench, locat-

ed right inside the entrance off Woodlawn Avenue.  Sizes needed are as above. 

LHUMC MISSION OF THE MONTH FOR NOVEMBER 

LET’S GET A HEAD START! 

In 2021, we will continue to fight 
against the challenges of disease, 
disaster, displacement and other 
concerns that leave people hungry. 

Join with us as we raise funds to 

help neighbors near and far get the 

meals they need today and  

sustainable food security for  

tomorrow. 

The Walk this year will again be remote/virtual. Walkers may decide 
where and how they walk – or even engage in another activity – to 

raise funds to end hunger in San Antonio and through the global minis-
tries of Church World Service (CWS).  

 

Walk Day is Sunday, November 7, 2021 
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JOYS AND CONCERNS  
 

 

Healing:  Josh Beninger (Susan Holloway),  

Jill Caldwell, Kay Carter,  

Clifton Henry, Lucien Manchester,  

Joe Palafos, Doug Semmes. 

 

Those who Mourn: 

The family of Rev. Larry Howard 

on his death. 

 

 

God’s Presence: For those affected by the COVID-

19 virus and their families, as well as for the  

caregivers and researchers working to treat those 

affected and combat the spread of the disease; 

homebound members; the incarcerated;  

and women and men in our military.  

Contact Us 
To reach the office staff by phone,  

please call (210) 733-7156.  

For an appointment with Yvonne Garcia, RN,  
our Wesley Nurse,  

please call (210) 272-7921. 

Www.LaurelHeights.org 

Lord, in your mercy,  
hear our PRAYER 

 

You can offer a prayer of gratitude  

or concern by emailing 

prayers@mylhumc.org, 

through Facebook Messenger, 

 or calling the church office  

(210) 733-7156.  

 

 

October 23 to October 30 

10/24 
Tony Guerro 

Evelyn Oleson 
Alesandra Villafranca 

10/25 
Webb Myers 

Karon O’ Ferrall 

10/26 
Ford Gannon 

Harvey Gannon 

10/27 
Cheryl Crowsey 

Emma Rodriguez 

10/28 
Tristan Jones  

10/29 
Melissa Nardi 

10/30 
Betty Hughbanks 

Bonnie Scott 
 

We don’t want to leave anyone out!  
 Please notify the church office if you 

don’t see your name on the birthday list. 

http://Www.LaurelHeights.org
https://www.instagram.com/laurelheightsumc/
https://www.facebook.com/laurelheightsumc/
mailto:prayers@mylhumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/laurelheightsumc

