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Discovering Connections 

Susan Classen, writing in Dewdrops on Spiderwebs, observes that “We often use the 
phrase ‘making connections’ but I’ve come to appreciate thinking about ‘discovering 
connections’ rather than making them.” Her words remind me of an experience I had 
with our youngest daughter, Anna. When she was 6 or 7 she enjoyed riding behind my 
bicycle on a Trail-a-Bike—something of an extension on the back of my bike complete 
with pedals and a rear wheel. One day, after we had ridden some distance in silence 
together, she said out of the blue, “Daddy, are we connected?” 

The matrix of our life together in Christ is easy to overlook. Other things claim our attention or distract us 
for a time from the community that nurtures and nourishes us in the things of God. But the tie is there, 
elastic and enduring, binding us together. I like Susan Classen’s idea that our work in community is not so 
much making connections as discovering them. Like Anna on the back of our tandem bicycle after miles 
and miles of riding together, our epiphanies lead us to realize what has always been there, forgotten, 
perhaps, or taken for granted, but never really absent.  

October is a season for us of reflecting on our practices of financial generosity toward Laurel Heights as a 
dimension of our spiritual lives. But these seasons always reveal more than the subject of what we give 
to the church and why. In this particular season, what we’re noticing is that even in Covid times there are 
ties that bind us, a church family that claims us, a faith community that forms us for our lives of serving 
and witness in the world. We are not so much “making connections” this month as “discovering” them.  

When you ponder your connections with Laurel Heights, what comes to mind? In what ways has your 
faith journey been blessed by having shared it in this community? And through a season of limitations 
and cautionary notes in our meeting together, where have you seen in the ties that bind us a tenacity on 
the one hand and a pliability on the other? Give thanks to God with me for these ways in which we have 
been held, encircled, remembered, loved. Reflect on ways that in your giving you have made that  
possible during the current year. Now consider what a next step in giving might be in your faith  
expression in supporting the church? 2022 awaits us, and will call for the same sturdy and generous 
practices as through this year. May we each discover more both about the ways we are connected and 
the joy of generous giving to this church that draws us together in 
Christ. 

 

Grace and Peace. 
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Mission and Ministry  

at Laurel Heights in 2020 & 2021 

 

SUPER ADULTS 

Monday, October 11, 10 a.m. – BOOK TALK  

“A Man Called OVE” 

Fredrik Backman’s irresistible novel about the angry old man next door is an up-

lifting exploration of the unreliability of first impressions and a gentle reminder 

that life is sweeter when it is shared with other people. –from the cover.  

Come, let’s find the possibilities in this amusing and touching novel. Join us on 

Zoom. Contact Susan Holloway at 210-872-8031 for a Zoom invitation!   

 



 

October 10, 2021 

9:00am — 9:30am Sanctuary  

Preaching: Bishop Robert 

Schnase 

Song Leader: Katie Myers 

October 10, 2021  

11: 00am Sanctuary 

 

 Preaching:   

Bishop Robert Schnase 

Join us October 10, 2021 for worship 
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Fill your trunk with 

plenty of treats! 

October 31st 

5pm—7pm 

Belknap Parking Lot 
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Wednesday Prayer Gathering 

October 13 

from 5:30-6:00 p.m. 

Though scattered, we are gathered in prayer 
 in the name of the One from whose love 

 nothing can separate us. 

 

Click on this link: https://www.zoom.us/j/130214408 

OR  
Call (346) 248-7799, and when prompted, enter the Meeting ID: 130 214 408 

Gift Card Donation 

Gift card donations to Walmart, Target, and H-E-B  
can be dropped off at our main office, 

202 W. French Pl., San Antonio, TX 78212 
during our business hours of  

8:30am – 5pm, Monday – Friday.  
  

 

United Methodist Committee on Relief—UMCOR 
Support UMCOR’S Disaster Response 

 

 

 

 

 

You may give through the LHUMC website by clicking on the link below 
 and clicking on the Give Online option, use the arrow to find the UMCOR fund.  

Hurricane Ida 
Haiti Earthquake 

Afghan Refugee Resettlement 

Catholic Charities are 

asking for 

 donations of gift cards 

to help meet the 

immediate needs of 

 Afghan refugees 

 arriving in SA.  

https://www.zoom.us/j/130214408
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LHUMC Youth Fellowship  

Join us in November 7th and December 5th!   

We will meet at the Church from 3 pm to 5pm. 

Youth Pumpkin Party was a great success! 

 

LHUMC  
Weekday School  

Halloween Parade  
When: October 29th 
Time: 9am 



 

We will be collecting diapers, pull-ups, and wipes to help replenish their supply 

of baby products. We will be collecting items in the basket on the bench, locat-

ed right inside the entrance off Woodlawn Avenue.  Sizes needed are as below. 

Magdalena House is a neighborhood of transitional homes in San Antonio that serves mothers and children 

who have fled dangerous and abusive lives by providing transformation through education, nurturing com-

munity, and programming.  

Officially started in 2007 as an extension ministry of University United Methodist Church, Magdalena House 
has since become an independent 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Based on the concept of covenant rela-
tionships, Magdalena House provides nurturing and safe places to stay, support services, and opportunities 
for those in their care to work towards their goals for education, parenting, and work.  
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Virtual Reading Buddies 

Caring volunteers are needed to read with children in grades 1st-8th online via 
Zoom on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons. Volunteers can sign-up for one 
day or multiple days throughout the school year and no prior experience is 
needed! All Reading Buddy volunteers need to pass a criminal background 

check and will need to complete an online training prior to their first shift. If you 
were a summer and/or an online Reading Buddy last school year, training may 

be optional. 

https://projecttransformation.org/rio-texas/get-involved 

 

 

I wonder, how much do you know about Godly Play?  

I wonder if you’d like to learn more?  

We would love to have you join us  

every once in a while in the circle on Sunday morning.  

Contact Laura Healy for more information. 

 lhealy@mylhumc.org 

https://projecttransformation.org/rio-texas/get-involved
mailto:lhealy@mylhumc.org


 

Giving to Laurel Heights 

Online Gifts:  

Please visit our website,  

https://www.laurelheights.org/give/ 

Text to give: 

“LHUMC” to  73256 

Checks: Please mail to LHUMC 

          Attn: Bookkeeper           

          227 W. Woodlawn 

         San Antonio, TX 78212 
Or give through  

our church QR code 
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Memorial   

and  
Honorarium 

Gifts  

Pastor’s Discretionary Fund 
In memory of 
George Frame 

Given by Paul and Trudy Kinnison 

In memory of 
Judy Davis 

Given by Paul and Trudy Kinnison 

In memory of 
Olin Tunnell 

Given by Paul and Trudy Kinnison 

In memory of 
Taylor Boone 

Given by Paul and Trudy Kinnison 

In memory of 
Taylor Boone 

Given by Tom Kurtz 

Education Fund 

In memory of 
Judy Davis 

Given by Tom Kurtz 

 

 

General Fund 

In memory of 
Judy Davis 

Given by Bert and Janice Clayton 

In memory of 
Judy Davis 

Given by Genny and Nick Campbell 

 

 

CUB and UMW 

In memory of 
Judy Davis 

Given by Teresa Garces 

https://www.laurelheights.org/give/
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Lord, in your mercy,  
hear our PRAYER 

 

You can offer a prayer of gratitude  

or concern by emailing 

prayers@mylhumc.org, 

through Facebook Messenger, 

 or calling the church office  

(210) 733-7156.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 7 to October 14 

10/8 
Herb Carver 
Bruce Davis 
Liz Kromrei 

10/9 
Richard Dugger 

10/10 
Jason Davis 
Paul Edeler 

Keith Spading 

10/13 
Andrea Hemingway 

10/14 
Rebecca Archer 

Norma Lee England 
 

 

JOYS AND CONCERNS  

We don’t want to leave anyone out!  
 Please notify the church office if you 

don’t see your name on the birthday list. 

Contact Us 
To reach the office staff by phone,  

please call (210) 733-7156.  

For an appointment with Yvonne Garcia, RN,  
our Wesley Nurse,  

please call (210) 272-7921. 

Www.LaurelHeights.org 

 

Healing: Josh Beninger (Susan Holloway),  

Jill Caldwell, Kay Carter, Easton Halim,  

Clifton Henry, Marjorie Hugo,  

Larry Howard, Linninia (Melissa Nardi),  

Lucien Manchester,  

 Joe Palafos, Doug Semmes. 

 

God’s Presence: For those affected by the COVID-

19 virus and their families, as well as for the  

caregivers and researchers working to treat those 

affected and combat the spread of the disease; 

homebound members; the incarcerated;  

and women and men in our military.  

mailto:prayers@mylhumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/laurelheightsumc
https://www.facebook.com/laurelheightsumc/
https://www.instagram.com/laurelheightsumc/
http://Www.LaurelHeights.org

