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Your bountiful welcome 

In the coming weeks Liz and I will begin to pack up our belongings and for the eleventh time            

in our forty years of marriage endeavor to make yet another a house a home. This time our destination 

is Houston, where we’ll be close to two of our three children as well as our two grandchildren, now 

two years old (Annie) and five months old (Charlotte). We will also have more opportunity to see     

to my parents, who live in Oklahoma and always welcome our visits.  

As I reflect on the life we’ve chosen, moving at the bishop’s direction in order for me to fulfill a calling to serve God 

as a pastor, I’m newly aware of how blessed we have been in each of those settings of ministry, including as your  

pastor at Laurel Heights. Our four years with you—while mostly “Covid years”—have been tremendously fulfilling. 

You have offered us such welcome, friendship, encouragement, trust, and loving   support. We will treasure these 

closing years of my active ministry, aware of the ways in which all that came before prepared us for this time;        

and that all we have shared in this journey of life together in Christ will provide what we will each draw upon           

in the coming season—in ways far beyond what we could imagine now.  

A certain photograph has surfaced in the last few weeks that expresses so much of Liz  and my 

experience of being provided for while we have been among you. When we first     arrived in 

San Antonio Trudy Kinnison, who was at the time the Administrative Council chair and helped 

to welcome us in bountiful ways, presented us with a Laurel Heights United Methodist Church 

commemorative plate. In the photograph the plate sits on the China cabinet in an otherwise 

spare dining room. On the floor below is a moving box,   and next to the cabinet a set of leaves 

from the dining room table. This was our tenth move, and in the days and weeks that followed 

we would slowly begin to do what we’ve always done before—unpack boxes, hang pictures, 

make a house a home. On that day,    in that room, we had little to show for our efforts . . .    

except for a Laurel Heights commemorative platter.  

That plate serves for me as a symbol of the love and affection that have been shared with us so generously  by         

the Laurel Heights church family. Many times over these wonderful and often challenging years has that plate       

been filled with gifts from your hand, providing an abundance of sustenance, encouragement, 

hope, and joy.  

Later this month Liz and I, roots in our pocket, will once again travel on. We will treasure the 

friendships and partnerships in ministry we have shared with you. You have nourished us well 

for the sacred journey that leads us by separate paths from here. My deepest hope is that we 

have nourished you as well, and that  you will meet your wonderful new pastor, Rev. Lisa 

Straus, and her husband Jim, with the same bountiful welcome you offered to Liz and me—    

a full platter of faith, hope, and love—anticipating all that God will do through Laurel Heights 

in the promising season before you.  

Grace and peace. 

 

A commemorative platter 

from Paul’s first appointment 
in 1985 to St. Luke’s United 

Methodist Church in Dallas. 



 Sunday Worship Services 

Fellowship Gathering /9:30am to 10am   
Fellowship Hall 

Coffee, Tea & Light Refreshments   

Sunday School for all ages 10am to 10:45am  
Look for signs to various classrooms 

Certain Adult Groups 9:30am to 10:30am  

Worship / 11am / Sanctuary 
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Nursery care is available  
from 8:45am to 12:30pm 

 
The 11 am service will be live-streamed at: 

 
https://www.laurelheights.org/online-worship/ 

and on our Facebook page at 11am.   
 

It will remain available for later viewing  

             Masks Recommended 

 Self -select for symptoms or health risks.  

          Wash hands and sanitize often. 

 Practice social distancing as appropriate. 

Why are we still masking during Come and See, 

when masks aren’t required elsewhere? 

I asked for input recently and want to share with you 

the heartfelt appreciation shared by parents with  

critical concern for their young children. 

Parents want their children to interact with their 

church family, but the very young still need            

protection.  Little ones recognize our smiles behind 

our masks, and Come and See parents are grateful 

for the gathering that provides the greatest           

protection with an abundance of loving interaction. 

Thank you, one and all, for you gracious care for    

“the least of these” by continuing to wear a mask 

during Come and See. 

Blessings, Rev. Wyndee 

www.LaurelHeights.org 
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Lord, in your mercy,  
hear our PRAYER 

 
You can offer a prayer of  gratitude  

or concern by emailing 

prayers@mylhumc.org, 

through Facebook Messenger, 

 or calling the church office  

(210) 733-7156.  
 

http://www.laurelheights.org/give/  

 

JOYS AND CONCERNS  

Healing:  Josh Beninger (Susan Holloway),  

Lucien Manchester, Doug Semmes, (Bill Myers),  

Daniel “Stump” Sowada (Nancy Jones),   

Esther Chalk, Jerry Geerdes,  

Phil Hall; Dimity and Stephen Hall (Sue Hall),  

Trish Moss (Genny and Nick Campbell),  

Spencer Fuller (Kay Carter), Mary Sandoval 

Peggy Wiggins (Blanche Birdsong), 

Blakeley (Landers Family), Sonny Landers 

Stanley Schoenbaum, (Wyndee Holbrook), 

Shelley McMullen (Clyta Coder) Elizabeth Jackson,  

Tom Morton 

Nora Winkler (Teresa Garces) 

Andre (Nancy Shelden) 

Yolanda Bundick (Ann Wheeler) 

Shelly & Toby Kennerdell 

Victims & Families of the Uvalde tragedy 
 

God’s Presence:  For those affected by the COVID-19 virus and their 
families, as well as for the caregivers and researchers working to treat 

those affected and combat the spread of the disease; homebound 
members; the incarcerated; and women and men in our military.  

   

LAUREL HEIGHTS OFFERING 

In addition to online and QR-code giving, 

morning worship now includes an offering 

opportunity with the passing of offering 

plates. Thank you for your faithfulness in 

giving to support the mission and ministry 

of Laurel Heights. 

https://zoom.us/j/130214408  

mailto:prayers@mylhumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/laurelheightsumc
http://www.laurelheights.org/give/
https://zoom.us/j/130214408


             Rio Texas Annual Conference meet in McAllen June 8-10 

          A report from Karen Angelini, LHUMC Lay Delegate 

 

Last week the Rio Texas Conference met in person for the first time in three years, gathering at the 

McAllen Convention Center. Those attending from  Laurel Heights UMC were: Rev. Paul Escamilla,  

Rev. Wesley Craig, Rev. Laura Healy, Rev. Tanya Campen, Bill Myers, and Karen Angelini.                

The gathering was joyful as clergy and laity alike celebrated meeting face-to-face once again. 
 

There were reports on a variety of topics, including: 

 1. How our churches have adapted to the pandemic, continuing to worship and carry out mission 

 work in new and inventive ways. 

 2. A commitment to policies of equity, diversity and inclusion.  

 3. Experiences associated with ministry along the Texas/Mexico border; and 

 4. The status of the impasse regarding LGBTQ people, the postponing to 2024 of General          
 Conference that will address the issue, and the tentative process for churches wishing to disaffiliate. 
 To learn more, visit https://riotexas.org/forms-and-reports  

While in session Laura was approved by the clergy of the conference for licensing as a local pastor                       

and appointment to Laurel Heights as Associate Pastor.  

The Cabinet presented an open letter addressing gun violence.  Any United Methodist in the conference is 

invited to join the letter as a signer. View the letter here https://leadershipvitality.wufoo.com/forms/open-
letter-from-robert-schnase/ 
 

Our own Deacon in Residence Rev. Dr. Tanya Campen presented on her work in the conference            

related to discipleship ministries and faith formation, as well as her work with Trusted/Con Confianza safe 

gatherings. https://vimeo.com/718516890  
 

Our Lay Leader, Katie Myers, was featured in a video presentation highlighting Interfaith Welcome      

Coalition. View her message here https://vimeo.com/713827107/39b9af6328  
 

In addition to Conference business, there were uplifting worship experiences,     

including the Commissioning  and Ordination Service, in which Rev. Escamilla 

preached a very  inspirational sermon; https://vimeo.com/718517480, a Service    

of Retirement, in which  Rev. Escamilla and Liz were honored; and a Service       
of Remembrance, in which  Rev. Larry Howard, among others, was honored      

and remembered. 

 4 

https://riotexas.org/forms-and-reports
https://leadershipvitality.wufoo.com/forms/open-letter-from-robert-schnase/
https://leadershipvitality.wufoo.com/forms/open-letter-from-robert-schnase/
https://vimeo.com/718516890
https://vimeo.com/713827107/39b9af6328
https://vimeo.com/718517480


5  



6 

Kids Link:  https://forms.gle/Jqd8KjYNwMFsk5yy8 
Volunteers Link:  https://forms.gle/Qq4q2xBj57qd53uH6 

 

 

https://projecttransformation.org/rio-texas/get-involved/

https://forms.gle/Jqd8KjYNwMFsk5yy8
https://forms.gle/Qq4q2xBj57qd53uH6
https://projecttransformation.org/rio-texas/get-involved/volunteer
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Members of the San Antonio Area 
Retired Teachers Association            

gathered this past week in          
Fellowship Hall to volunteer their 

time to clean, label and sort       
hundreds of new and used books    
to be donated to schools within   

the San Antonio Area.  



 

 

 

 

UMCOR International Disaster Response and Recovery  

The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) Support UMCOR’s  

international disaster response efforts by making a gift to Advance #982450. 

https://umcmission.org/advance-project/982450/   
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https://interfaithwelcomecoalition.org/ 

https://umcmission.org/advance-project/982450/https:/umcmission.org/advance-project/982450/
https://interfaithwelcomecoalition.org/
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Follow Us On:  

 

Church Office Hours  

9:00am to 4:30pm  

Monday through Friday 

 
Contact Us 

To reach the office staff  
by phone,  

please call (210) 733-7156.  
www.laurelheights.org   

 
For an appointment with  

our Wesley Nurse,  
Yvonne Garcia, RN,  

please call (210) 272-7921. 

Happy Birthday 
 

June 20th to June 26th 
 

6/23 

Summer Greathouse 
 

6/24 

Dale Dorsey 
 

6/25 

Nick Campbell 
 

6/26 

Malinda Gause 

 
 

Are we missing your name  on the birthday list?   
Please notify the church office   

at 210-733-5156 so we can update our records.  
We don’t want to miss anyone! 

https://www.instagram.com/laurelheightsumc/

