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             World Communion Sunday 

This Sunday, we will celebrate my favorite communion Sunday, World Communion     

Sunday, when we come to the table with our Christian brothers and sisters all around the 

world. “Holy Communion joins us in Christian unity. This sacrament invites us to focus on the         

holiness of communion with God and one another. On World Communion Sunday - United         

Methodists, in conjunction with other denominations and believers worldwide, participate in        

communion to recognize our unity in Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.  This universal and inclusive 

connection is the foundation of the special offering for World Communion Sunday.” The meal we 

share Sunday will contain similarities in that there will be bread in the form of pita bread, corn bread, 

tortillas, naan, baguette, sourdough, whole wheat, and even gluten-free. All of this bread around the 

world will be blessed using similar words but in many different languages. What a beautiful Sunday 

this will be!  
 
At LHUMC, we will not only share this holy meal, but also we will enjoy music from different        

countries. We will take a communion rail offering that goes to support “racial and ethnic students     

in achieving their educational goals and transforming communities. In 2021, World Communion 

Sunday offerings awarded 242 scholarships and grants. Your generosity continues to provide       

scholarships, grants, mentoring and training for leadership development. The needs exceed what we 

can fund and your gifts can further growth and success. Fifty percent of the offering provides       

scholarships for graduate students from the U.S. and other countries. Thirty-five percent supports  

racial and ethnic scholarships for students pursuing ordained ministry (deacon or elder) and includes 

a mentoring program. Fifteen percent funds Ethnic-In-Service Training Grant for leadership            

development, recruitment, training, and retention of ethnic United Methodist persons in leadership 

positions in every level of the church and its ministry. 
 
The United Methodist Church, the world and our communities are in a time of transition. Now,     

perhaps more than ever, we are called to extend healing and hope which will guide us to becoming a 

new creation in Christ. Through our gifts and support, we can invest in talented, qualified students 

from around the globe to transform the world 

as witnesses for Christ!(https://www.umc.org/

en/content/world-communion-sunday-

ministry-article) 
 
I look forward to seeing you at the table! 

 

Blessings -  Pastor Lisa 

https://www.umc.org/en/content/world-communion-sunday-ministry-article
https://www.umc.org/en/content/world-communion-sunday-ministry-article
https://www.umc.org/en/content/world-communion-sunday-ministry-article
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Getting to Know You Again – Building Community 

 

We knead our stories into bread to feed each other. – Sue Monk Kidd 

 

The pandemic has been hard on many people’s senses of connection to community.  Long 

separations from people we used to see all the time and disruptions to patterns and habits 

and rituals have frayed the ties between us. 

In July the Pathfinders and Fighting Lions Sunday School classes decided to experiment 

with meeting together.  With summer attendance light, it just seemed like more fun to be 

together.  After a 6-week study on sabbath, we decided to continue the experiment into the 

fall.   

When I asked the group what they wanted to do next, one of the newer members of the 

class shared that because they came to Laurel Heights during the pandemic they didn’t 

know many people.  They wondered if it would be alright for us to just get to know each 

other for a while.  Those who’ve been here longer felt that they had lost their sense of 

community as a class, and it was important to rebuild that before anything else.    

We embarked on a journey then to get to know each other again or in some cases for the 

first time.  Each week after an opening time of reflection, we open the floor for someone to 

tell us their life story.  It can take any form the teller wants and focus on any aspect of their 

story they want to share.  I’ve learned a lot so far even about people I’ve known for years.   

Then there’s time for questions.  The questions range from whimsical to serious.  What are 

your hobbies?  What’s your favorite food?  What impact did that significant life event have 

on your faith?  What made you remain at Laurel Heights even when you were angry at the 

church?   

We’ve heard 5 stories since mid-August and there are many more to go.   

How long will it take to hear them all?  Maybe the rest of year.  Maybe the rest of our lives 

will be need for this sacred and holy work.   

The Pathfinders and Fighting Lions meet Sundays 10am in Room 202, which is locat-

ed off the Sanctuary balcony on the bell tower (Woodlawn) side.  We are adults ~30-50 

mostly  raising children who are anywhere from infants to teens.  We’d love to get to know 

you and for you to come get to know us too! 

- Katie Myers 
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Dear LHUMC Family! 
 
You all know me as Wyndee Holbrook, LHUMC's Pastor in Residence, but I also serve as 
Executive Director for Interfaith San Antonio Alliance. ISAA's mission is to bring  diverse 
voices of faith together to serve the common good.  
 
"Faith Lifts!- Everyday Stories from Multifaith voices" is an engaging and fun opportunity to 
help you and your family learn from brothers and sisters from multiple faith traditions.     
This particular event features Christian, Muslim, Hindu, an Jewish storytellers who will be 
sharing from their own lives. 
 
It's free and enjoyable with tasty snacks, and it can lead to some wonderful conversations.     
I hope to see you there. 
 
For more details, click on or type in the link in your web browser https://sourceoflightsa.org/
classes-and-events/2022/8/30/faith-lifts-stories-of-everyday-faith-in-collaboration-with-
interfaith-san-antonio-alliance-with-host-natarsha-prince-sanders-and-storytellers-rex-
hausmann-erika-prosper-nirenberg-and-others 
 
Blessings, 

Wyndee  

https://sourceoflightsa.org/classes-and-events/2022/8/30/faith-lifts-stories-of-everyday-faith-in-collaboration-with-interfaith-san-antonio-alliance-with-host-natarsha-prince-sanders-and-storytellers-rex-hausmann-erika-prosper-nirenberg-and-others
https://sourceoflightsa.org/classes-and-events/2022/8/30/faith-lifts-stories-of-everyday-faith-in-collaboration-with-interfaith-san-antonio-alliance-with-host-natarsha-prince-sanders-and-storytellers-rex-hausmann-erika-prosper-nirenberg-and-others
https://sourceoflightsa.org/classes-and-events/2022/8/30/faith-lifts-stories-of-everyday-faith-in-collaboration-with-interfaith-san-antonio-alliance-with-host-natarsha-prince-sanders-and-storytellers-rex-hausmann-erika-prosper-nirenberg-and-others
https://sourceoflightsa.org/classes-and-events/2022/8/30/faith-lifts-stories-of-everyday-faith-in-collaboration-with-interfaith-san-antonio-alliance-with-host-natarsha-prince-sanders-and-storytellers-rex-hausmann-erika-prosper-nirenberg-and-others


Fellowship Gathering  

9:30am to 10am    

Fellowship Hall 

 
Coffee, Tea & Light  

Refreshments  

 
Thank you Kairos Shalom  for providing 

snacks & refreshments for Fellowship 
Gathering, on October 2nd. 
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Sunday Worship Services 

www.LaurelHeights.org 

Sunday School for all ages  

10am to 10:45am  
Look for signs to various classrooms 

 
9:30am to 10:30am  

Certain Adult Groups  

 

Worship / 11am / Sanctuary 

The 11 am service is live-streamed at: 
 

https://www.laurelheights.org/online-
worship/ 

and on our Facebook page  

https://
www.facebook.comLaurelHeightsUMC 

 Beginning at 11am.   
 

Nursery care is available  
from 8:45am to 12:30pm 



 

Lord, in your mercy,  
hear our PRAYER 

 

 

You can offer a prayer of gratitude  
or concern by emailing 
prayers@mylhumc.org, 

through Facebook Messenger, 
 or calling the church office  

(210) 733-7156.  
 

http://www.laurelheights.org/give/  

 

JOYS AND CONCERNS  
 

Healing:  Josh Beninger (Susan Holloway),  

Lucien Manchester,  

Daniel “Stump” Sowada and Nancy Jones,   

Jerry Geerdes,  

 Spencer Fuller (Kay Carter),  

Sonny Landers (Landers Family) 

Nora L. Winkler (Teresa Garces) 

Michael McEnery (Anne Wheeler) 

Greg Geerdes (Irene & Bobby Ojeda) 

Kristin & Theo Coy (Kitty Grantham) 

Dale Dorsey (Ginnie Herrera) 

Leana Turbeville, Don Clark (Barbara Miller) 

Ben Vaughn (Vicki Crockett) 

 

For those who mourn 

Teresa Garces and family on the death of her brother, loving 

husband and father, 

Othon Garces.   

 

 
God’s Presence:  For those affected by the COVID-19 virus and their 

families, as well as for the caregivers and researchers working to treat 
those affected and combat the spread of the disease; homebound 
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https://zoom.us/j/130214408  

mailto:prayers@mylhumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/laurelheightsumc
http://www.laurelheights.org/give/
https://zoom.us/j/130214408
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Our Life Together 

 
Wednesday, September 28 
9:00 a.m. Exercise Class -  Room 312 
10:15 a.m. Weekday School Chapel -  
Scott Chapel 
5:30 p.m. Wednesday Prayer Gathering - 
Zoom  
7:00 p.m. AA Monte Vista Group -  
Room 305 
7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal - Sanctuary  
 
Thursday, September 29 
9:00 a.m. Church Mice - Fellowship Hall 
10:30 a.m. Super Adult’s Day—Gym 
6:00 p.m. Tai Chi - Room 312 
 
Friday, September 30 
9:00 a.m. Exercise Class - Room 312 
 
Saturday, October 1 
10:00 a.m. Oxford House Chapter Meeting  
- Gym 
 
Sunday, October 2 
9:00 a.m. Come and See Worship -  
Sanctuary 
10:00 a.m. Sunday School - various rooms - 
look for signs  
10:00 a.m. Children’s Sunday School  
11:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary 
 
Monday, October 3 
7:30 a.m. Weekday School  Monday - Friday  
9:00 a.m. Exercise Class - Room 312 
5:45 p.m. Children’s Choir of  San Antonio 
- Fellowship Hall 
7:00 p.m. AA Big Book study - Room 312 
and Zoom  
 
Tuesday, October 4 
10:00 a.m. Staff  Meeting - Parlor and Zoom 
1:00 p.m. Altar Guild - Parlor 
1:00 p.m. Stephen Ministry Leaders Mtg - 
Laurel Room 

November 12th 

December 10th 



             

  

 

Masks Recommended 

 
 Self-select for symptoms  

or health risks.  

 

    Wash hands and sanitize often. 

 
Practice social distancing  

as appropriate. 

 

Face masks and hand sanitizer is 

available through out the church. 
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SEPTEMBER 

Mission of the Month 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Thank you to the small group who made it out to Von Ormy on       
Saturday to help continue construction on a family’s new home and 
thank you all for supporting us with encouragement and prayers. 

We installed windows, finished adding insulation and began siding 
the front, and framed out a small door in the back. It was a wonder-
fully rewarding experience for all and great to meet so many volun-
teers dedicated to helping others. I hope to add another such effort 
this fall in cooler weather!  Jason Davis 
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Follow Us On:  

Church Office Hours  

9:00am to 4:30pm  

Monday through Friday 
 

Contact Us 
To reach the office staff  

by phone,  
please call 210-733-7156 or email.  

 

Happy Birthday 
 

October 3rd – October 9th  

10/4 

Justin Clemens 
 

10/5 

Margaret Parsons 
 

10/8 

Bruce Davis 
 

10/9 

Richard Dugger 
 
 

  
Are we missing your name  on the birthday list?   

Please notify the church office   
at 210-733-5156 so we can update our records.  

We don’t want to miss anyone! 

Rev. Lisa Straus 

Senior Pastor  

lstraus@mylhumc.org  
 

Rev. Laura Healy 

Associate Pastor 

lhealy@mylhumc.org 
 

Rev. Wyndee Holbrook  

Pastor in Residence 

wyndee@interfaithsaa.org  
 

Laura Marty, Music Director 
lmarty@mylhumc.org 

 

Dr. Melanie Randall, Organist 
mrandall@mylhumc.org 

 

Heather Weidenbach  

Administrative Manager 

heatherw@mylhumc.org 
 

Maria Robles, Bookkeeper 

mrobles@mylhumc.org 
 

Shelly Kennerdell 

Administrative Assistant (PT) 

shellyk@mylhumc.org  
 

Susan Holloway 

Super Adults Director 

susanbholloway@gmail.com  
 

Wesley Nurse 

Yvonne Garcia 

ygarcia@mhm.org  

210-272-7921 

https://www.instagram.com/laurelheightsumc/

