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Belonging 

By Rev. Wyndee Holbrook 
 

Recently, I was invited to attend the Holi Festival at the 

Hindu Temple of San Antonio. Before you assume this is an 

everyday occurrence for me, guess again. After four years 

serving as Executive Director of Interfaith San Antonio   

Alliance, I am just beginning to receive such invitations. 

 

Between user error and GPS issues, I was a full 30 minutes 

late when I arrived at the base of a very steep hill with sign-

age that the Hindu Temple was at the top. My hosts had 

sent a schedule for what would take place, but once             

I parked at the top of the hill, I soon realized that I had no 

idea where to go. People were milling about in every       

direction, but where, in this crowd of Indian Hindus,       

did I belong?  

 

Always facing life with the optimism that some friendly 

person will come my way, I ventured off to the temple area. 

I smiled at various worshipers, and a few returned my 

smile. However, no one seemed interested in approaching me, an out of place stranger, so I       

ventured into the hallway. From there I could see  into their sanctuary where 200 of the faithful 

were seated on the floor facing a wall of exotic looking images of their gods. Out of respect, and 

discomfort, I kept my distance and decided to inquire at a booth at the end of the hallway. I did not 

know if it was for security, hospitality, or both, but I needed a place to belong, and this was my  

only option.  

 

The gentleman struggled to understand what I needed, just as I struggled to understand his           

explanation. After sharing my email invitation with him, he told me to wait and someone would 

“explain everything to me.” Before I went further, I noted that I was the only person wearing 

shoes. I asked if I should remove my shoes and he indicated that it was required for going any    

further into the temple. He directed me back outside to find the appropriate closet area.  

                     cont. on page 2 
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cont’d from page 1 

 

Fairly quickly I discovered the shoe repository and a nearby basin for washing one’s feet. Was I to 

wash before entering? Afterward? Was it a cleansing ritual, or just a matter of convenience? I was 

very much on my own in figuring things out. I was alone in the midst of this crowd.  

 

Undoubtedly, I was more than a little obvious with my red-hair, 

pale complexion, and white flowing dress. Though I had fol-

lowed my host’s invitation to wear white clothing for Holi, I 

quickly observed most Hindus did not.  

 

Could I be more out of place? Where was I supposed to be? 

Where were my hosts? Should I just   return to my car and go 

home? 

 

“If you’re not a little bit scared, then you’re not having an ad-

venture,” I recalled. I persevered, returning shoeless, to watch 

the worship experience from the window in the hall. 

 

As the worshipers exited in a march around the building,          

I searched through my phone hoping for a number to reach my 

host. Once I found it and the text was sent, I quickly received a 

response. Shekara was on his way from the other side of the 

complex to guide me through the ceremony soon to take place outside and then in the crazy fun of 

splashing each other with vivid colors to welcome the coming of Spring.  

 

As soon as I saw Shekara, I knew I was seen, known, 

and cared for. I was no longer an outsider viewed with 

skepticism. Instead, he escorted me as an honored 

guest. We spent the next hours sharing and engaging, 

knowing that our differences only make us interesting, 

but our shared humanity makes us children of God.  

 

In that moment I better understood the message of the 

lost sheep, the lost coin, the lost son (Luke 15) and 

why Jesus teaches us to diligently look for the one who 

is lost. Shekara was Jesus for me that day, helping me 

find my way from being an outsider to being beloved. 

His welcome was an act of celebration!  

 

May we all be the face of Jesus for someone lost in the crowd and welcome them with the joy         

of belonging. 
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Church Calendar 
        
 
Wednesday, March 15 

9:00 a.m. Exercise Class - Room 312 

10:00 a.m. Property Committee Meeting - Parlor 

4:00 p.m. Pickleball - Gym 

6:00 p.m. Lenten Dinner - Fellowship Hall 

7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 

Thursday, March 16 
9:00 a.m. Church Mice - Kitchen 
6:00 p.m. Tai Chi Class - Room 312 
Friday, March 17 
9:00 a.m. Exercise Class - Room 312 
Saturday, March 18 
10:00 a.m. Pickleball - Gym 
Sunday, March 19 

9:00 a.m. Come and See Worship - Sanctuary 

9:30 a.m. Fellowship - Dining Room 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School - Various Rooms  

11:00 a.m. Worship – Sanctuary 

1:00 p.m. Lively Spirits – Parlor 

Monday, March 20 

9:00 a.m. Exercise Class – Room 312 

5:30 p.m. Stewardship Meeting – Zoom 

7:00 p.m. Olmos Ensemble Concert – Sanctuary 

7:00 p.m. Safety Task Force Meeting – Laurel 

Tuesday, March 21 

10:00 a.m. Staff  Meeting 

6:00 p.m. Lenten Bible Study – Parlor 

Wednesday, March 22 

9:00 a.m. Exercise Class 

4:30 p.m. Pickleball - Gym 

6:00 p.m. Lenten Dinner – Fellowship Hall 

7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 
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Lenten Church Dinner 

Wednesday, March 15 @ 6:00 p.m.  

Menu:  fried chicken, mac-n-cheese, green beans 

& cookies.  Water/Coffee/Tea. 

Please contact Heather at 210-733-7156 or email 

heatherw@mylhumc.org to RSVP. 



Fellowship Gathering  

9:30am to 10am    

Fellowship Hall 

 
Coffee, Tea & Light  

Refreshments  
 

Thank you  Epworth Class for providing 
snacks & refreshments for fellowship time 

on Sunday, March 19. 

Sunday Worship Services 

Sunday School for all ages  
10am to 10:45am  

Look for signs to various classrooms 

 

9:30am to 10:30am  

Certain Adult Groups  

 

Worship / 11am / Sanctuary 

The 11 am service is live-streamed at: 
https://www.laurelheights.org/online-

worship/ 

and on our Facebook page  

https:www.facebook.comLaurelHeightsUMC 

 Beginning at 11am.  

Nursery care is available  
from 8:45am to 12:30pm 
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Lord, in your mercy,  
hear our PRAYER 

 

You can offer a prayer of gratitude  
or concern by emailing 

prayers@mylhumc.org, 
through Facebook Messenger, 

 or calling the church office  
(210) 733-7156.  

 

http://www.laurelheights.org/give/  

 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 

Healing:  Lucien Manchester 
Jerry Geerdes, Spencer Fuller (Kay Carter) 

Sonny Landers (Landers Family) 
Hannah Marina Campen 

Richard Parrigan 
Natasha Garza 

Pat Moss; Irene Vaca (Friend) 
Christine Garcia; Joseph Arredondo  

(Billie Arredondo) 
Mary Sandoval (Ellen Berky) 

Harper Shaw 
Prayers for Director of  Young Family Ministries  

applicants and search team. 
 

For those who mourn: 
Kaci Boylan on the death of  her father. 

 
God’s Presence:  For those affected by the 
COVID-19 virus; homebound members; the         

incarcerated; and women and men in our military.  
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Church Office Hours  

9:00am to 4:30pm  

Monday through Friday 

 
Contact Us 

210-733-7156  

 
Happy Birthday 

March 
 

3/15 

Eleanor Jones 

Molly Walden 
 

3/16 

Stephen Baily 

Mary Briscoe 

William Hurt 

Patricia Oxfford 
 

3/17 

Camilo Dennis 

Natasha Garza 
 

3/18 

Sarah Holloway 

Warren Kramer 

Quinn Neeley 
 

3/19 

Lea Gonzales 
 

3/20 

Donald Clark 

Abigail Kinnison 
 

3/21 

William Geerdes 

Stacey McAtee 
 

3/22 

Jose Gonzalez 

 
 

Are we missing your name 
on the birthday list?   

Please notify the church office   
at 210-733-7156 so we can update 

our records.  
We don’t want to miss anyone! 

Rev. Lisa Straus 

Senior Pastor  

lstraus@mylhumc.org  
 

Rev. Laura Healy 

Associate Pastor 

lhealy@mylhumc.org 
 

Rev. Wyndee Holbrook  

Pastor in Residence 

wyndee@interfaithsaa.org  
 

Laura Marty, Music Director 
lmarty@mylhumc.org 

 
Dr. Melanie Randall, Organist 

mrandall@mylhumc.org 
 

Heather Weidenbach  

Administrative Manager 

heatherw@mylhumc.org 
 

Debbie Cormier, PT Assistant 

debbie@mylhumc.org   
 

Susan Holloway 

Super Adults Director 

susanbholloway@gmail.com  
 

Wesley Nurse 

Yvonne Garcia 

ygarcia@mhm.org  

        210-272-7921 
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