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In God’s Steps 
 

“,,,and what does the Lord require of you but to do    

justice and to love kindness and to walk humbly with      

your God?” Micah 6:8 (NRSVUE) 

This scripture has always been so clear and informative for 

me.  As an African American female, I have seen the absence of justice, 

kindness, and    humility practically my entire life. And yet I refuse to believe that 

these guides for  living cannot be realized. 

 When the invitation to be a part of In God’s Step was first presented to me, my 

hesitation was brief. I had no idea of what the effort might entail. The idea of delving 

into racial justice, a sensitive, sometimes volatile, often ignored issue; while             

intriguing, was likewise a bit disconcerting.  As a new member to Laurel Heights, my 

hesitation was largely because of my newness.  But the possibility of being able to 

participate and prayerfully contribute far outweighed whatever opposition I consid-

ered. 

 Am I anxious about where this might lead? Of course, I am. But the possibilities 

of personal and collective discoveries loom large.  For a congregation to embrace an 

issue of this magnitude that has been deeply woven into the fabric of our families, 

communities, nation and world is more than challenging. It is seismic in consideration 

of what the outcomes might be. To have an opportunity to share experiences, feelings, 

understandings, misunderstandings, fears, doubts, and the litany of other influences 

that inform our behaviors poses blessings beyond imagining. 

 Knowing that God truly wants us to let the greatest commandments: ‘love the 

Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind…and 

your neighbor as yourself’ (NRSVUE) reign primary in our lives, then Micah 6:8      

offers the template necessary to live out the greatest commandments. In my heart,       

I believe anything is possible when seeking to fulfil God’s directive. In His Steps 

might indeed be the reality of the Chinese proverb: A journey of a thousand miles    

begins with a single step. 

Linda Byrd 



Poinsettias with a Mission 

This year Laurel Heights is ordering our poinsettias from a new 

company –     Down Home Ranch in Elgin, TX.  Down Home 

Ranch’s mission is “Empowering the lives of people with intellectual 

and developmental disabilities through social, educational, residential and voca-

tional opportunities.” 

They provide residency for people with IDD in 6-bed, 4-bed, 3-bed, 2-bed and        

1-bed homes. They provide vocational skills training and paid employment, with  

diverse job opportunities and options both on and off the Ranch. They provide a 

community for people with and without IDD to enjoy companionship, friendships, 

fun, travel, recreation, and an active lifestyle. 

They achieve their mission by Integrating into the surrounding local communities 

and the larger Austin metropolitan community, while becoming increasingly active 

on the national stage.  They seek to be on the cutting edge in creating an entrepre-

neurial organization that attracts people interested in disability, horticulture, agricul-

ture, environment, good stewardship and more. 

The poinsettias that will adorn our sanctuary have been planted and raised by these 

awesome adults. Your gifts of poinsettias will help support this amazing community 

of ranchers.   

 

 

 

 

To learn more about Down Home Ranch  

and their mission, please visit https://www.downhomeranch.org/. 

Photos courtesy of Down Home Ranch website. 



 







Sunday Worship Services 

Fellowship Gathering  

 
Sunday, December 3 

9:30am to 10:00am    

Fellowship Hall. 

Thank you Kairos/Shalom class for 

providing snacks and refreshments to 

our church family. 
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Sunday School  

10:00 a.m. to 10:45 am. 

 

Worship / 11am / Sanctuary 

The 11 am service is live-streamed at: 
www.laurelheights.org/online-

worship/ 

and on our Facebook page  

www.facebook.comLaurelHeightsUMC 





 
Church Calendar 

 
Thursday, November 30 

9:00 a.m. Church Mice 

6:00 p.m. Tai Chi Class - Room 312 

Friday, December 1 

9:00 a.m. Exercise Class - Room 312 

Sunday, December 3 

9:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary 

9:30 a.m. Fellowship Time - Fellowship Hall 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School  

11:00 a.m. Worship Service - Sanctuary  

12:30 p.m. Chare Conference - Sanctuary 

5:00 p.m. Advent Study by Zoom 

Monday, December 4 

9:00 a.m. Exercise Class - Room 312 

Tuesday, December 5 

9:30 a.m. Staff  Meeting 

6:30 p.m. College Student Pancake Supper  

Wednesday, December 6 

9:00 a.m. Exercise Class - Room 312 

5:30 p.m. Midweek Advent Dinner & Worship 

7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal - Choir Rm/Sanctuary 

Thursday, December 7 

9:00 a.m. Church Mice 

10:30 a.m. Aleene Block Memorial & Reception 

3:00 p.m. Church Under the Bridge 

6:00 p.m. Tai Chi Class - Room 312 

Friday, December 8 

9:00 a.m. Exercise Class - Room 312 

Saturday, December 9 

9:00 a.m. Volunteer Opportunity @ C.A.M 

10:00 a.m. Letters to Santa - Fellowship Hall 

12:00 p.m. Youth Lunch Movie & Gift Exchange 

Sunday, December 10 

9:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary 

9:30 a.m. Fellowship Time - Fellowship Hall 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School  

11:00 a.m. Worship Service - Sanctuary  

1:00 p.m. Lively Spirits - Parlor 

5:00 p.m. Advent Study—Zoom Only 

7:00 p.m. Lessons & Carols - Sanctuary 
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Qualified Charitable Distribution News 

Your IRA, 401(k), 403(b), or other Qualified   

Retirement Plan can provide a tax-smart 

way to make an impact on LHUMC either 

now or after the end of your lifetime. The 

Qualified Charitable Distribution or QCD 

(sometimes called an “IRA Charitable Rollo-

ver”) is a great way to make a tax-free gift 

now to LHUMC and satisfy your Required 

Minimum Distribution (RMD) at the same 

time.  When you do this the RMD is not add-

ed to your taxable income for the year. 

A gift of retirement plan assets could be 

right for you if: 

· You have an IRA or other Qualified 

Retirement Plan such as a 401(k) or 

403(b). 

· You do not expect to need all of your 

retirement plan assets during your 

lifetime. 

· You have other assets, such as securi-

ties and real estate, that you want to 

pass to heirs. 

· You want to provide income or pay-

ments to loved ones after you are gone. 



Lord, in your mercy,  

hear our PRAYER 
 

You can offer a prayer of gratitude  

or concern by emailing prayers@mylhumc.org, 

through Facebook Messenger, 

 or calling the church office (210) 733-7156.  
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JOYS AND CONCERNS  
 

 
Healing: 

Lucien Manchester 

Sonny Landers  

Richard Parrigan 

Natasha Garza 

Barbara Miller 

Kaylyn LeFevre 

Donna Semmes 

Gracie Huron 

Diane Halim 

Elizabeth Jackson 

Juan Arturo Gonzalez 

 

Prayer Reques ts  

God’s Presence: 

For those affected by the COVID-19 virus and homebound members;        

the incarcerated; and women and men in our military.  

mailto:prayers@mylhumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/laurelheightsumc


http://www.laurelheights.org/give/  

Follow Us On Social Media  

Church Office Hours  

9:00am to 4:30pm  

Monday through Friday 

Contact Us 
210-733-7156  

Happy Birthday 
 

11/29 

Jacob Dixon 
Thomas Morton 

Jason Salazar 
 

11/30 
Janice Davis 

Jane McDaniel 
Darla Peek 

Sidney Yarbrough 
 

12/1 
Merly Jones 

Victoria Jones 
 

12/2 
Vicki Crockett 

Gunnar Galindo 
 

12/3 
Cole Ruiz 

 
 

12/4 
Mia Calvillo 
Susie Guven 

 
12/5 

Mary Cathy Everhart 
Margarite Guggolz 

Josh Neeley 
Juanita Souder 

 
Are we missing  

your name 
on the birthday list?   

 
Please notify the 

church office   
at 210-733-7156          

so we can update our 
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Laurel Heights Staff 

Rev. Lisa Straus, Senior Pastor       lstraus@mylhumc.org                     

Rev. Laura Healy, Associate Pastor   lhealy@mylhumc.org 

Laura Marty, Music Director    lmarty@mylhumc.org  

Dr. Melanie Randall, Organist                          mrandall@mylhumc.org 

Angie Taylor, Dir. of Young Family Ministries ataylor@mylhumc.org 

Heather Weidenbach, Administrative Manager heatherw@mylhumc.org 

Debbie Cormier, Administrative Assistant (PT)  debbie@mylhumc.org 

Susan Holloway, Super Adults Director                   susanbholloway@gmail.com  

Yvonne Garcia, Wesley Nurse  -  210.733.7156  ygarcia@mhm.org         

https://www.facebook.com/LaurelHeightsUMC    

http://www.laurelheights.org/give/
https://www.instagram.com/laurelheightsumc/

